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CHAPTER I 

HISTORY OF SURIGAO CITY 
 
 
1.1 MYTHICAL ORIGIN 
 
Legendarily, the urban area of Surigao was formerly known as "Banahao", which contained a good port for 
ships called "Bilan-Bilan". Banahao was part of the old district of Caraga, which later on became the politico-
military district of Surigao with Tandag (presently the capital of Surigao del Sur) as its capital. Caraga derives 
from the word Calagan which means "Land of the Brave" or "fierce people". The Italian adventurer Francisco 
Giovani Careri, who published a book of travel in the country, cited Francisco Combes, as a source in saying 
that Calagan is derived from the two Visayan words: kalag or calag which means soul or people and for land. 
 
Surigao officially became the permanent residence of the Recollects on February 1, 1752 when all the 
canonical books were moved from Siargao to Surigao. The first canonical books bore the signature of Fr. 
Lucas de la Cruz. Previously, the place was just a "vista" of the parish in Caolo (Siargao). 
 
It was through Surigao Strait that the fleet of Ferdinand Magellan after a brief stay at the island of 
Homonhon, sailed into the Philippine Archipelago during the epic voyage of discovery and eventual 
circumnavigation of the world in 1521. 
 
It was this body of water that the Battle of Surigao Strait was fought in World War II, from October 24-25, 
1944 between United States, Filipino and Japanese fleets. 
 
Surigao was named after the old province (district) of the same name (Surigao). There are many versions 
regarding the meaning of Surigao, as to how this was derived. Surigao probably came from the Spanish word 
Surgir, meaning swift water or current. 
 
 
1.2  LEGAL EXISTENCE 
 
On June 29, 1655, Surigao became a town and by 1751, it was made the seat of the provincial government, 
after Caolo, the former provincial capital, was burned. Since then, the town of Surigao became a center of 
Spanish political and ecclesiastical power in the region, rivaled only by Tandag on the southern coast of 
Surigao Province. 
 
The town suffered severely from Muslim raids. In 1752, after the town was devastated, almost all of its 
2,000 inhabitants were either killed or taken as slaves by the Muslims. 
 
During World War II, on May 23, 1942, the Japanese Imperial Forces under Captain Yusee occupied Surigao. 
The local government was then managed by Mayor Amat. Later, after the American planes bombed Bilang-
bilang harbor on September 9, 1944, the American troops and guerilla units forced the Japanese forces to 
withdraw until Surigao was liberated on April 12, 1945. 
 
In July 1945, the Philippine Civil Affairs Unit (PCAU) took over the local government, prior to the restoration 
of the administration to the local authorities. 
 
During the Commonwealth period, Protolico Egay was appointed by the guerillas as governor of Surigao 
Province and Macario Diaz, who resumed his office on September 1, 1945, as mayor of the town of Surigao. 
He was succeeded by the guerilla-appointed mayor, Juan Parrucho. 
 
By virtue of Republic Act No. 2786, dated June 19, 1960, the old Province of Surigao was divided into Surigao 
del Sur and Surigao del Norte, with the Municipality of Surigao as the capital of Surigao del Norte. Surigao 
became a chartered city under Republic Act No. 6134, which was approved on August 31, 1970. 
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1.3  OTHER MILESTONES 
 
 1.3.1 Historical Development 
 
 In 1901, Surigao was once a municipality with a jurisdictional area of 949.90 square kilometers. The 

Americans established a civil government in the province of Surigao. During this period, there was 
only one main road, an Old Spanish road, and the commercial area, market and plaza were situated 
contiguously. In 1930, the Old Spanish road was abandoned and a new provincial road was 
constructed. A Casa Real was built where the municipal administrators hold their official functions. 

 
 On May 28, 1942 during the Second World War, the Japanese Imperial Army took control of Surigao. 

More than two (2) years after on September 9, 1944, American forces bombed the Japanese 
battleships docked at Surigao harbor. The whole province of Surigao was liberated from Japanese 
occupation in 1945. 

 
 It was during the post-war era when economic activities in Surigao started to boom. Gold extraction 

in Mabuhay operated by Mindanao Mother Lode Mines, Inc. started. Population went up due to in-
migration. This post-war economic growth resulted to the creation of some of its barrios into towns 
like Malimono, Anao-aon and Sison. It was also during this period in 1946 when the provincial 
capitol, municipal jail and some school buildings were constructed. The athletic field was developed. 

 
 The first election of municipal officials was held in 1948. In 1954, the first municipal building was 

constructed. Surigao had 23 barrios then. Construction of the municipal building was finished and 
inaugurated in 1955. Surigao then was a 1st Class B municipality with an annual income of 
P160,000.00 and a population of 50,000. It was largely an agricultural municipality producing copra, 
lumber, rice, corn, bananas, and rootcrops. There were two (2) school districts �t Surigao East and 
Surigao West. The airport was developed, land transportation facilities improved and public health 
services expanded. There were also three (3) movie houses and three (3) hotels. 

  
 Surigao was divided into two (2) provinces �t Surigao del Norte and Surigao del Sur pursuant to R.A. 

2736 dated June 19, 1960. In 1964 another election was held, and this year marked a tragic event in 
the history of the Surigaonons. All the developments that the province gained literally turned into 
pieces from the destruction wrought by Typhoon Ining (international code name �t Louise), which hit 
the area on November 19, 1964. 

 
 In 1969, exploration of the nickel deposits in the Island of Nonoc began with a capitalization of over 

P1.0 billion. On August 31, 1970, the City of Surigao was created pursuant to R.A. 6134. The first 
local election of Surigao as a city was held on November 1971. 

 
 There were already 53 barangays �t 21 in the islands and 32 in the mainland with a total population 

�}�(���ñ�í�U�ð�õ�ò�X���d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���}�(�(�]���]���o���o���v�������Œ�����������•�������}�v���E���š�]�}�v���o���^�š���š�]�•�š�]���•���K�(�(�]�������~�E�^�K�•�������š�����]�•���î�ð�ñ�X�ï�ð���•�‹�µ���Œ����
kilometers but it has a jurisdictional area of about 690.37 square kilometers owing to 21 of its 54 
�����Œ���v�P���Ç�•�������]�v�P���o�}�����š�������]�v���š�Z�����]�•�o���v���•�X�����d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���o���v�������Œ�������Z�}�Á���À���Œ�������•�������}�v���š�Z�����Œ���•�µ�o�š�•���}�(���š�Z�����(�]���o����
�•�µ�Œ�À���Ç�•�� �}�(�� �í�õ�õ�ñ�� ���v���� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�� ���•�•���•�•�}�Œ�[�•�� �d���Æ�� �D���‰�� �����š���U�� �Œ���P�]�•�š���Œ������ ���� �š�}�š���o�� �}�(�� �î�ñ�õ�X�ò�ð�� �•�‹�µ���Œ����
kilometers. 

 
 In 1974, several barangay roads were constructed. Housing, educational, commercial, and 

recreational facilities increased. Operation of the Marinduque Mining and Industrial Corporation in 
Nonoc Island started, and the first nickel briquette was produced December of the same year. With 
the Nonoc nickel operations providing the industrial backbone and opening up as much as 3,000 
employment opportunities, population remarkably rose, business establishments flourished and the 
city income reached more than P1.9 million. Total road length within the city was then 99.852 
kilometers. There were now four (4) school districts and on the same year (1974), a fire razed down 
the city public market. 

 
 For a period of ten years, several developments were noted. Exploration of gold mines in Barangay 

Mat-i, Silop and Mapawa started construction of an oil mill in Barangay Lipata by the Surigao 
Coconut Development Corporation, and an ice plant and cold storage. Revenue collection increased 
to P7.6 million. 
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 In 1983, revenue collections increased to P13.4 million. About 200 kilometers of roads were opened 
up, repaired or improved. Several new school buildings were put up, seawalls and barangay ports 
were started, and the implementation of barangay water systems was expanded. The turn-around 
pad and stopway of the Surigao Airport was constructed, together with other government buildings. 
Little improvements were also done on the urban drainage system, and the Lipata Ferry Terminal 
was completed. 

 
 20 years after the worst natural disaster wrought havoc in Surigao, another strong typhoon �t 

�^�E�]�š���v�P�_�� �Z�]�š�� �š�Z���� �o�}�����o�]�š�Ç�� �]�v�� �^���‰�š���u�����Œ�� �í�õ�ô�ð�U�� �������o�Ç�� �����•�š�Œ�}�Ç�]�v�P�� �]�v�(�Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���U�� �µ�š�]�o�]�š�]���•�U��and 
settlements ���v�������]�•�‰�o�����]�v�P���•���À���Œ���o���(���u�]�o�]���•�X���d�Á�}���~�î�•���Ç�����Œ�•�����(�š���Œ���]�v���í�õ�ô�ò�U���š�Ç�‰�Z�}�}�v���^���v�]�v�P�_�������À���•�š���š������
Surigao. This year, the Nonoc Mining and Industrial Corporation shut down operations amidst 
declining world metal prices, high prices of crude oil, and labor problems. 

 
 �K�v�� �:���v�µ���Œ�Ç�� �í�ô�U�� �í�õ�ô�ô�U�� ���v�}�š�Z���Œ�� �o�}�����o�� ���o�����š�]�}�v�� �Á���•�� �Z���o���� �u���Œ�l�]�v�P�� �š�Z���� �^�‰�}�•�š-�����^���_�� ���Œ���� �]�v�� �o�}�����o��

governan�����X�� �d�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v�� �]�v���Œ�����•������ �š�}�� ���o�u�}�•�š�� �í�ì�ì�U�ì�ì�ì�� ���v���� �]�š�•�� �]�v���}�u���� �Œ�������Z������ �u�}�Œ���� �š�Z���v��
P23.0 million. Continuing development efforts were undertaken, especially in the rebuilding and 
�•�š�Œ���v�P�š�Z���v�]�v�P�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �]�v�(�Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���� �������l���}�v���X�� �����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�� �}�(�� �(���Œ�u-to-market roads in the 
mainland barangays started, seawalls and ports in the island barangays were pursued, manpower 
skills training were implemented, the construction of the urban shore protection and boulevard 
development started. And blessedly, natural disasters and other calamities were almost nil. 

 
 �d�Z�����í�õ�õ�ì�[�•���Á���Œ�����u���Œ�l���������Ç���•���À���Œ���o���š�µ�Œ�v�•���}�(�� ���À���v�š�•���š�Z���š���}�(�(���Œ�������u�}�Œ�����(�Œ�µ�]�š�(�µ�o�������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š���o���P���]�v�•��

for the city. The passage of R.A. 7160 in 1991 ushered the increase in the local share of the internal 
revenue allotment (IRA) dramatically increasing local income. Greater financial autonomy resulted 
to more sources of financing and more leeway in the creation of additional sources of income. This 
is the period of the development of local government economic enterprises beginning with the new 
public market in 1992, the commercial building in 1993, Maharlika Training Center and Beach Resort 
�]�v�� �í�õ�õ�ñ�U���š�Z���v�� �š�Z���� �/�v�š���P�Œ���š������ ���µ�•�� ���v���� �:�����‰�v���Ç���d���Œ�u�]�v���o�� �]�v�� �í�õ�õ�ó�X�� �d�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �]�v���}�u���� �Œ�������Z������ �W�î�ì�ì�X�ì��
million. 

 
 Basic barangay infrastructure and the mainland farm-to-market roads were completed. The urban 

coastal reclamation and shore protection was likewise completed and the land-based and cellular 
phone networks were established. There was now a Cable TV operator, local FM station and the 
Surigao Wharf was expanded. The urban area now covers five (5) barangays and a new barangay 
(Canlanipa) was created. 

 
 �d�Z�������Œ�����š�]�}�v���}�(�������Œ���P�����Z���P�]�}�v���]�v���í�õ�õ�ñ���•�š�Œ���v�P�š�Z���v�������š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�}�•�]�š�]�}�v�����•���š�Z�����]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�]���o�U�����}�u�u���Œ���]���o�U��

and services center in the Mindanao Pacific Rim Area. The city achieved a first class status in July 
1997.  Such classification however was reverted back to 2nd ���o���•�•�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �î�ì�ì�ì�[�•�� �}�Á�]�v�P�� �š�}�� �š�Z����
restructuring of income classification of local governments by the Department of Finance.  

 
 The years 2000 to the 2010s era ushered in more challenges and transformation for the city. 

Competitiveness, transparency and accountability become key considerations in the much broader 
local development realm. Despite high poverty incidences recorded in the provincial and regional 
�o���À���o�•�U�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�� �Œ���u���]�v�� �}�v�� �š�Œ�����l�� �Z�]�P�Z�o�]�P�Z�š������ ���Ç�� �����]�v�P�� �Œ�����}�P�v�]�Ì������ ���•�� �}�v���� �}�(�� �š�Z����
���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�•�� �u�}�•�š�� �o�]�À�����o���� ���]�š�]���•�� �]�v�� �î�ì�ì�ï�U�� ���Á���Œ�������� ���•�� ���Z�]�o��-�&�Œ�]���v���o�Ç�� ���]�š�Ç�U�� ���v���� ���•�� �D�]�v�����v���}�[�•�� �D�}�•�š��
Business-Friendly LGU in 2007. Governance reforms were initiated in the front line services with 
emphasis for streamlining and greater customer satisfaction together with improvements in 
emergency response services and disaster management. Local businesses expanded and increased 
and the entry of national brands in services/fast foods also started. Tourist arrivals breached the 
100,000 mark and LGU income started to reach the P500.0 million level. The number of banks in the 
locality also increased to more than 20 with new entrants both in the rural, thrift, commercial and 
universal banking categories, despite the merger of several existing banks. Pawnshops and 
remittance centers flourished together with new hotels and accommodation establishments. The 
�����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�����v�����}�‰���Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���(�]�Œst ever shopping mall started in 2011 and the first phase 
of the city boulevard development started to transform itself as the new urban promenade.  

 
 The 2010s era also marked the expansion and improvements of both the main seaport and the 

Lipata ferry port. Greater consciousness in environmental management, disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation started to gain track ushered in by global campaigns, changing needs and 
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Original Seal when the city was created on 
August 31, 1970 under R.A. 6134 

 

new national laws and directives. The city was able to put up and operate a Sanitary Landfill facility 
for solid waste management. Road widening projects along the national highway commenced 
together with new road openings/construction to support tourism purposes in Sition Tagbasingan, 
Mat-i and in Punta Bilar-Looc-Mabua. 

 
 Key development scenario that is envisioned in the coming decades is the re-operation of the Nonoc 

Nickel Refinery, development of a special economic zone in Nonoc Island, establishment of a fishing 
port complex in Brgy. Canlanipa, coastal reclamation for commercial estate development in the area 
of Brgys. San Juan, Sabang and Lipata, the completion of the four-lane road widening of the Surigao 
Wharf Road and the Surigao-Agusan Road, the new road opening from Cagniog-Canlanipa to the 
main city seaport, and the expansion of the city airport. 
 

 1.3.2  Official Seal  
 

The Official Seal of the City of Surigao was approved by the City Board on April 8, 1975 under 
Resolution No. 24.   

 
 As the official symbol representing the community, it naturally tells the story and depicts the profile 

of the city. 
 
 The seal is circular.  The  �(�]���o�����]�v���š�Z���������v�š���Œ���}�(���š�Z�����•�����o���]�•�������•�]�o�Z�}�µ���š�š�������o���š�š���Œ���^S�_���Á�Z�]���Z���•�š���v���•��

for Surigao. On this white field is an industrial building together with the crossed pick and shovel at 
its botto�u���]�•�������•�Ç�u���}�o���}�(���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�Œ�]�u���Œ�Ç���]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�Ç�������•�����Á�Z�]���Z���]�•���u�]�v�]�v�P�X���� 

 
 The right side of the seal is colored BLUE and shows a figure of a coconut tree, which represents the 

thriving coconut industry, being the major source of income in the city. 
 
 Drawn on the left side of the seal which is colored RED is the picture of a fish which depicts the good 

fishing harbor and considered as the second major source of income and livelihood in the locality. 
 
 �d�Z�����í�õ�ó�ì���‰�Œ�]�v�š�������]�v���š�Z�������}�š�š�}�u���}�(���š�Z�����Á�Z�]�š�����^S�_�������v�}�š���•���š�Z�� founding year of the Charter of the City 

of Surigao. 
 
 The tri-color scheme of RED, WHITE and BLUE reflects the Philippine Flag and such signifies our 

being part and parcel of the Republic of the Philippines. 
 
 

  
             
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Official Seal approved by the Sangguniang Panlungsod 
on May 22, 2003 per Resolution No. 155-2003 

 
 

Official City Seal approved by the City Board on 
April 8, 1975 under Resolution No. 24 
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 1.3.3 City Flower 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosal 
(Scientific Name: Gardenia Jasminioides) 

As adopted per SP Resolution No. 192 series of 1974 
 
 1.3.4 Development Directions of Surigao City 
 

 VISION 
 

� Ŵith the blessings of the Divine Providence, Surigao 2025: a 
model city for good governance, economic dynamism, and 
environmental quality�_�X 

 

MISSION 
 

 � T̂o continuously raise the standards of governance through the 
empowerment of our citizenry. The outcomes from effective 
partnerships and cooperation shall secure total quality of life of 
all our citizens. We are open to share our own experience and 
learn from the best practices of other cities in Caraga, in 
Mindanao, and the rest of the country.�_ 
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CHAPTER II 

GEO-PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

2.1  GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 
 

Surigao City is geographically located in the Northeastern tip of Mindanao, at between 9o to 10o North 
latitude and 125o to 126o East longitude. It is bounded on the North by Dinagat Island, on the South by the 
Surigao del Norte mainland, the waters of Hinatuan Passage on the East, and the Surigao Strait on the West 
(Figure 2.1). 

 
Figure 2.1 

Location Map of Surigao City 
 

 
 

�d�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �P���}�P�Œ���‰�Z�]�����o�� �o�}�����š�]�}�v���]�•���µ�v�]�‹�µ���� �Á�Z�]���Z�� �]�•�� ���o���•�•������ �Á�]�š�Z�� �š�Z����existing sea waters that divide the city 
into mainland and island barangays. The city is also noted for its proximity to the almost fathomless 
underwater ravine�U�� �š�Z���� �^�W�Z�]�o�]�‰�‰�]�v���� �������‰�_�U�� �Á�Z�]���Z�� �]�•�� �}�v���� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �������‰���•�š�� �‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v�•�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �W�����]�(�]���� �K�������v�U��
including all other oceans in the world. 
 
 
2.2 TOPOGRAPHY 

 
 2.2.1 Elevation 
 
 Surigao City has an average elevation level of 19 meters or 65.5 feet above sea level. The highest 

elevation in the mainland is the Kabangkaan Ridge situated along the border of the Municipality of 
San Francisco with a peak elevation of 465 meters above sea level, followed by Balibayon Peak with 
an elevation of 335 meters. Along the border of Tagana-an is the Mapawa Peak with an elevation of 
245 meters above sea level with scattered descending slopes covering the barangays of 
Cabongbongan, Nabago and Capalayan. 

 
 In the islands, the highest peak is the Mount Conico located in Brgy. Cantiasay with an elevation of 

335 meters above sea level overlooking the Cantiasay Channel. The Nonoc Island Range has an 
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elevation of 264 meters above sea level, and the Island of Hanigad with a peak elevation of 163 
meters. The highest point in Hikdop Island is in Mt. Telegrapo with a peak of 250 meters. The Island 
of Bayagnan located on the eastern part of Surigao City has a highest elevation of 242 meters (Table 
2.1). 

 
Table 2.1 

Highest Peak/ Elevation Level 
Surigao City 

 

Name of Ridge 
Elevation 

(in meters) 
Location 

A.   MAINLAND   

1. Kabangkaan Ridge 465 Along the border of the Mun. of San Francisco 

2. Balibayon Peak 356 Brgy. Rizal 

3. Mapawa Peak 245 Along the border of the Mun. of Tagana-an 

B.   ISLAND   

1. Mt. Conico 335 Brgy. Cantiasay 

2. Nonoc Island Range 264 Nonoc Island 

3. Mt. Telegrapo 250 Hikdop Island 

4. Bayagnan Island Range 242 Bayagnan Island 

5. Hanigad Island Range 163 Hanigad Island 
 Source: MGB & CPDO (based on Contour/Topographic Map) 
 

Figure 2.2 
Topographic Map of Surigao City 

 

 
  
 Of the 54 barangays, Barangay Sukailang has the highest elevation level of 75 meters above sea 

level with a coordinate of 9°40'23.77"N 125°30'14.98"E and Barangay Bitaugan has the lowest 
elevation level of 3 meters above sea level with a coordinate of 9°47'31.74"N 125°37'57.63"E (Table 
2.2).  
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Table 2.2 
Barangay Elevation and Coordinate 

Surigao City 
 

BARANGAY ELEVATION COORDINATE 
1. ALANG-ALANG 12M 9°52'28.37"N 125°31'18.37"E 
2. ALEGRIA 13M 9°53'08.86"N 125°31'55.29"E 
3. ANOMAR 23M 9°40'46.96"N 125°30'16.42"E 
4. AURORA 15M 9°54'10.53"N 125°35'33.53"E 
5. BALIBAYON 37M 9°45'49.49"N 125°31'27.72"E 
6. BAYBAY 14M 9°52'10.84"N 125°32'47.57"E 
7. BILABID 12M 9°53'38.15"N 125°31'36.86"E 
8. BITAUGAN 3M 9°47'31.74"N 125°37'57.63"E 
9. BONIFACIO 16M 9°44'05.56"N 125°29'53.66"E 

10. BUENAVISTA 11M 9°52'20.36"N 125°32'02.64"E 
11. CABONGBONGAN 9M 9°43'00.04"N 125°34'05.02"E 
12. CAGNIOG 7M 9°45'47.15"N 125°30'12.94"E 
13. CAGUTSAN 8M 9°46'21.71"N 125°39'10.31"E 
14. CANLANIPA 29M 9°46'26.99"N 125°29'47.59"E 
15. CANTIASAY 6M 9°51'05.33"N 125°35'15.30"E 
16. CAPALAYAN 11M 9°44'25.40"N 125°32'38.10"E 
17. CATADMAN 10M 9°55'03.09"N 125°30'54.33"E 
18. DANAO 19M 9°47'09.23"N 125°26'22.35"E 
19. DANAWAN 7M 9°55'35.36"N 125°30'01.70"E 
20. DAY-ASAN 10 M 9° 46'23.71"N 125°32'13.22"E 
21. IPIL 10M 9°47'30.55"N 125°26'22.12"E 
22. LIBUAC 10M 9°53'26.59"N 125°30'50.29"E 
23. LIPATA 12M 9°48'53.97"N 125°27'15.84"E 
24. LISONDRA 34M 9°53'07.77"N 125°34'03.63"E 
25. LUNA 40M 9°46'17.33"N 125°29'14.62"E 
26. MABINI 35M 9°42'02.85"N 125°28'10.50"E 
27. MABUA 10M 9°48'31.17"N 125°26'27.33"E 
28. MANJAGAO 9M 9°44'22.85"N 125°38'49.77"E 
29. MAPAWA 52M 9°43'42.78"N 125°31'11.75"E 
30. MAT-I 28M 9°42'57.56"N 125°28'35.95"E 
31. NABAGO 7M 9°44'05.14"N 125°33'50.60"E 
32. NONOC 8M 9°49'15.37"N 125°34'53.05"E 
33. OROK 17M 9°45'21.47"N 125°32'31.19"E 
34. POKTOY 12M 9°44'39.62"N 125°28'34.65"E 
35. PUNTA BILAR 16M 9°49'22.19"N 125°26'39.18"E 
36. QUEZON 15M 9°43'31.23"N 125°30'12.71"E 
37. RIZAL 7M 9°47'03.58"N 125°27'46.86"E 
38. SABANG 5M 9°47'36.90"N 125°28'53.23"E 
39. SAN ISIDRO 9M 9°45'40.86"N 125°33'24.18"E 
40. SAN JOSE 10M 9°45'19.54"N 125°39'57.61"E 
41. SAN JUAN 6M 9°47'31.52"E 125°29'04.17"E 
42. SAN PEDRO 6M 9°51'11.97"N 125°34'56.13"E 
43. SAN ROQUE 16M 9°45'09.82"N 125°28'26.02"E 
44. SIDLAKAN 10M 9°53'57.77"N 125°31'03.55"E 
45. SERNA 22M 9°43'53.42"N 125°28'54.72"E 
46. SILOP 43M 9°44'31.43"N 125°30'37.72"E 
47. SUGBAY 10M 9°47'14.52"N 125°38'44.97"E 
48. SUKAILANG 75M 9°40'23.77"N 125°30'14.98"E 
49. TAFT 8M 9°47'00.66"N 125°29'54.51"E 
50. TALISAY 7M 9°49'02.27"N 125°36'48.70"E 
51. TOGBONGON 13M 9°45'47.57"N 125°28'13.49"E 
52. TRINIDAD 22M 9°41'30.17"N 125°30'25.75"E 
53. WASHINGTON 7M 9°47'07.05"N 125°29'15.87"E 
54. ZARAGOSA 9M �õ�£�ñ�ð�[�ï�ì�X�ñ�ñ�_�E���í�î�ñ�£�ï�ð�[�í�õ�X�î�ó�_�� 

 Source: Google Earth 
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Figure 2.3 
Elevation Map of Surigao City 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.2.2 Slope 
 
The slope categories in the urban core of Surigao City have a range of from 0 to 2% mangroves and 
alluvial flat lands. Similarly, coastal built-up areas going east and southeast of the mainland has the 
extent of mangrove level to nearly alluvial agricultural plains. Other areas at 0 to 2% alluvial range 
can be traced along the reclaimed wetlands of Barangay San Juan, fishponds and mangrove 
sanctuaries of Brgy. Sabang, spreading across the mainland along both sides of the Surigao River 
moving southwards up to the Brgys. of Mabini and Anomar. Flat land areas in the eastern side can 
be found in the coastal areas of Barangays San Isidro, Orok, Day-asan, Nabago and portion of 
Capalayan; on the western side along the coasts of Barangays Mabua and Ipil up to the portion of 
the boundary with the Municipality of Anao-aon.  
 
Slope categories ranging from 2% to 5%, and 5% to 8% are dominant along the Barangays of Punta 
Bilar and Lipata on the eastern portion, the Barangays of Cagniog and portion of Canlanipa in the 
urban and sub-urban area, the area on the mid-western portion bounded by the Barangays of 
Balibayon, Orok, Capalayan, Mapawa, Quezon, Bonifacio and Silop. On the southern portion, these 
slope categories can be found west of the alluvial plains of Barangays Mat-i, Mabini, Anomar, and 
the area of Sukailang. 
 
Critical slope areas of 18% to 30% and 30% to 50% ranges can be found on the southeast of the 
mainland, specifically the areas of Barangays Cabongbongan and Mapawa extending down south 
along the border with the Municipality of Taganaan. 30% to 50% slope ranges is also dominant in 
�š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���Á���š���Œ�•�Z���������Œ�������]�v���š�Z�����•�}�µ�š�Z�Á���•�š�����}�Œ�����Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����D�µ�v�]���]�‰���o�]�š�Ç���}�(���^���v���&�Œ���v���]�•���}�X 
 
In the islands, the middle portion of Hikdop and the mid-northern part of Nonoc have slope ranges 
of 30% to 50%. Likewise, the northern portion Awasan Island also falls along this category. 
 
�Z�µ�P�P������ �u�}�µ�v�š���]�v�� ���Œ�����•�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �u�}�Œ���� �š�Z���v�� �ñ�ì�9�� �•�o�}�‰���� ���Œ���� �}�v�o�Ç�� �À���Œ�Ç�� �o�]�u�]�š������ �]�v�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �i�µ�Œ�]�•���]���š�]�}�v�X��
Such can be found in the mainland west of the hilly portions of the Barangays of Togbongon and San 
Roque. In the islands more than 50% slope category can be found east of Barangay Cantiasay. 
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Figure 2.4 
Slope Map of Surigao City 

 
 

 
 
 
2.3  GEOLOGY 

 
 2.3.1 Land Forms 

 
The mainland and clustered islands of Surigao City has irregular or hilly topography with flat lands 
near the coast.  
 
The city is comprised of 17 major islands/islets groups comprising the city domain which totaled to 
approximately 12,489 hectares or 51% of the ���]�š�Ç�[�•��total land area. Nonoc Island constitutes the 
largest area followed by Hikdop Island (Table 2.3). 

 
Table 2.3 

Major Island Groups 
Surigao City 

 

Name Area (has.) 
% Distribution to 
Total Land Area 

1. Nonoc Island 5,825.0294 23.74% 
2. Hikdop Island 2,568.2197 10.46% 
3. Hanigad Island 1,393.3700 5.67% 
4. Bayagnan Island 924.6100 3.76% 
5. Awasan Island 753.1897 3.06% 
6. Manjagao Island 349.0021 1.42% 
7. Sibale Island 290.1826 1.18% 
8. Kabe Island 90.4412 0.36% 
9. Lo-ad Island 78.8418 0.32% 

10. Danawan Island 57.6873 0.23% 
11. Raza Island 51.3599 0.20% 
12. Quiatongan Island 47.0212 0.19% 
13. Sumilom Island 33.5833 0.13% 
14. Sagisi Island 13.2741 0.05% 
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Name Area (has.) 
% Distribution to 
Total Land Area 

15. Lapinig Island 6.8138 0.02% 
16. Bilabid Island 4.3980 0.02% 
17. Basul Island 2.8088 0.01% 

Total 12,489.8329 50.82% 
 �^�}�µ�Œ�����W�����]�š�Ç�����•�•���•�•�}�Œ�[�•���K�(�(�]���������v�������W���K�U���^�µ�Œ�]�P���}�����]�š�Ç 

 
2.3.2 Soils, Land Characteristics and Rock Formations 

 
�d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•�����µ�]�o�š-up area falls under the miscellaneous land type with no distinguished soil series. The 
Coastal Landscape of active tidal flat with brackish water deposits and beach ridges consisting of 
marine deposits constitute �����}�µ�š�� �í�ì�9�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �o���v���� ���Œ������ ���v���� ���Œ���� ���}�u�]�v���v�š�� ���o�}�v�P�� �š�Z����coast, 
reclaimed areas, mangrove sanctuaries and fishpond areas of Barangay San Juan. 
 
The Alluvial Landscape consisting of the upper, lower flats and point bar of the recent river flood 
plains with high fertility suitable for rice plantation extends from the banks of the Surigao River 
along the Barangays of Rizal, Togbongon, Luna, San Roque, Poctoy, Serna, Mat-i, Mabini, Anomar 
and Trinidad. Recent alluvium deposits are also present on the eastern side, along the Barangays of 
Orok, Capalayan, Nabago and Cabongbongan. 

 
Figure 2.5 

Semi-Detailed Soil Map of Surigao City 
 

 
 
The Residual L���v���•�����‰���� �Á�]�š�Z�� ���}�o�o�µ�À�]�µ�u�� ���v���� �Œ���•�]���]�µ�u�� �����‰�}�•�]�š�•�� �(�Œ�}�u�� ���}�v�P�o�}�u���Œ���š���•�� ���v���� �•�Z���o���[�•��
known as the Surigao Series represents a mere 1.92%, which is concentrated in the central mainland 
in Barangay Serna and in the sub-urban areas of Barangays Cagniog and Canlanipa. The Sison Series 
of colluvium and residium deposits from tuffaceous shale and sandstones constitute about 20% of 
�š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���o���v�������Œ�����X���d�Z�������}�v�����v�š�Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�]�•���š�Ç�‰�����}�(���•�}�]�o���•���Œ�]���•���]�•���Z�����À�Ç���]�v���š�Z�����Œ�}�o�o�]�v�P���Z�]�o�o�•�����}�µ�v��������
by the Barangays of Silop, Capalayan, Orok, Balibayon, portions of Nabago and Cabongbongan, and 
in the southern portion of Brgy. Mat-i extending up to Brgy. Sukailang. 
 




















































































































































































































































































































































