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CHAPTER I 

HISTORY OF SURIGAO CITY 
 
 
1.1 MYTHICAL ORIGIN 
 
Legendarily, the urban area of Surigao was formerly known as "Banahao", which contained a good port for 
ships called "Bilan-Bilan". Banahao was part of the old district of Caraga, which later on became the politico-
military district of Surigao with Tandag (presently the capital of Surigao del Sur) as its capital. Caraga derives 
from the word Calagan which means "Land of the Brave" or "fierce people". The Italian adventurer Francisco 
Giovani Careri, who published a book of travel in the country, cited Francisco Combes, as a source in saying 
that Calagan is derived from the two Visayan words: kalag or calag which means soul or people and for land. 
 
Surigao officially became the permanent residence of the Recollects on February 1, 1752 when all the 
canonical books were moved from Siargao to Surigao. The first canonical books bore the signature of Fr. 
Lucas de la Cruz. Previously, the place was just a "vista" of the parish in Caolo (Siargao). 
 
It was through Surigao Strait that the fleet of Ferdinand Magellan after a brief stay at the island of 
Homonhon, sailed into the Philippine Archipelago during the epic voyage of discovery and eventual 
circumnavigation of the world in 1521. 
 
It was this body of water that the Battle of Surigao Strait was fought in World War II, from October 24-25, 
1944 between United States, Filipino and Japanese fleets. 
 
Surigao was named after the old province (district) of the same name (Surigao). There are many versions 
regarding the meaning of Surigao, as to how this was derived. Surigao probably came from the Spanish word 
Surgir, meaning swift water or current. 
 
 
1.2  LEGAL EXISTENCE 
 
On June 29, 1655, Surigao became a town and by 1751, it was made the seat of the provincial government, 
after Caolo, the former provincial capital, was burned. Since then, the town of Surigao became a center of 
Spanish political and ecclesiastical power in the region, rivaled only by Tandag on the southern coast of 
Surigao Province. 
 
The town suffered severely from Muslim raids. In 1752, after the town was devastated, almost all of its 
2,000 inhabitants were either killed or taken as slaves by the Muslims. 
 
During World War II, on May 23, 1942, the Japanese Imperial Forces under Captain Yusee occupied Surigao. 
The local government was then managed by Mayor Amat. Later, after the American planes bombed Bilang-
bilang harbor on September 9, 1944, the American troops and guerilla units forced the Japanese forces to 
withdraw until Surigao was liberated on April 12, 1945. 
 
In July 1945, the Philippine Civil Affairs Unit (PCAU) took over the local government, prior to the restoration 
of the administration to the local authorities. 
 
During the Commonwealth period, Protolico Egay was appointed by the guerillas as governor of Surigao 
Province and Macario Diaz, who resumed his office on September 1, 1945, as mayor of the town of Surigao. 
He was succeeded by the guerilla-appointed mayor, Juan Parrucho. 
 
By virtue of Republic Act No. 2786, dated June 19, 1960, the old Province of Surigao was divided into Surigao 
del Sur and Surigao del Norte, with the Municipality of Surigao as the capital of Surigao del Norte. Surigao 
became a chartered city under Republic Act No. 6134, which was approved on August 31, 1970. 
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1.3  OTHER MILESTONES 
 
 1.3.1 Historical Development 
 
 In 1901, Surigao was once a municipality with a jurisdictional area of 949.90 square kilometers. The 

Americans established a civil government in the province of Surigao. During this period, there was 
only one main road, an Old Spanish road, and the commercial area, market and plaza were situated 
contiguously. In 1930, the Old Spanish road was abandoned and a new provincial road was 
constructed. A Casa Real was built where the municipal administrators hold their official functions. 

 
 On May 28, 1942 during the Second World War, the Japanese Imperial Army took control of Surigao. 

More than two (2) years after on September 9, 1944, American forces bombed the Japanese 
battleships docked at Surigao harbor. The whole province of Surigao was liberated from Japanese 
occupation in 1945. 

 
 It was during the post-war era when economic activities in Surigao started to boom. Gold extraction 

in Mabuhay operated by Mindanao Mother Lode Mines, Inc. started. Population went up due to in-
migration. This post-war economic growth resulted to the creation of some of its barrios into towns 
like Malimono, Anao-aon and Sison. It was also during this period in 1946 when the provincial 
capitol, municipal jail and some school buildings were constructed. The athletic field was developed. 

 
 The first election of municipal officials was held in 1948. In 1954, the first municipal building was 

constructed. Surigao had 23 barrios then. Construction of the municipal building was finished and 
inaugurated in 1955. Surigao then was a 1st Class B municipality with an annual income of 
P160,000.00 and a population of 50,000. It was largely an agricultural municipality producing copra, 
lumber, rice, corn, bananas, and rootcrops. There were two (2) school districts �t Surigao East and 
Surigao West. The airport was developed, land transportation facilities improved and public health 
services expanded. There were also three (3) movie houses and three (3) hotels. 

  
 Surigao was divided into two (2) provinces �t Surigao del Norte and Surigao del Sur pursuant to R.A. 

2736 dated June 19, 1960. In 1964 another election was held, and this year marked a tragic event in 
the history of the Surigaonons. All the developments that the province gained literally turned into 
pieces from the destruction wrought by Typhoon Ining (international code name �t Louise), which hit 
the area on November 19, 1964. 

 
 In 1969, exploration of the nickel deposits in the Island of Nonoc began with a capitalization of over 

P1.0 billion. On August 31, 1970, the City of Surigao was created pursuant to R.A. 6134. The first 
local election of Surigao as a city was held on November 1971. 

 
 There were already 53 barangays �t 21 in the islands and 32 in the mainland with a total population 

�}�(���ñ�í�U�ð�õ�ò�X���d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���}�(�(�]���]���o���o���v�������Œ�����������•�������}�v���E���š�]�}�v���o���^�š���š�]�•�š�]���•���K�(�(�]�������~�E�^�K�•�������š�����]�•���î�ð�ñ�X�ï�ð���•�‹�µ���Œ����
kilometers but it has a jurisdictional area of about 690.37 square kilometers owing to 21 of its 54 
�����Œ���v�P���Ç�•�������]�v�P���o�}�����š�������]�v���š�Z�����]�•�o���v���•�X�����d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���o���v�������Œ�������Z�}�Á���À���Œ�������•�������}�v���š�Z�����Œ���•�µ�o�š�•���}�(���š�Z�����(�]���o����
�•�µ�Œ�À���Ç�•�� �}�(�� �í�õ�õ�ñ�� ���v���� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�� ���•�•���•�•�}�Œ�[�•�� �d���Æ�� �D���‰�� �����š���U�� �Œ���P�]�•�š���Œ������ ���� �š�}�š���o�� �}�(�� �î�ñ�õ�X�ò�ð�� �•�‹�µ���Œ����
kilometers. 

 
 In 1974, several barangay roads were constructed. Housing, educational, commercial, and 

recreational facilities increased. Operation of the Marinduque Mining and Industrial Corporation in 
Nonoc Island started, and the first nickel briquette was produced December of the same year. With 
the Nonoc nickel operations providing the industrial backbone and opening up as much as 3,000 
employment opportunities, population remarkably rose, business establishments flourished and the 
city income reached more than P1.9 million. Total road length within the city was then 99.852 
kilometers. There were now four (4) school districts and on the same year (1974), a fire razed down 
the city public market. 

 
 For a period of ten years, several developments were noted. Exploration of gold mines in Barangay 

Mat-i, Silop and Mapawa started construction of an oil mill in Barangay Lipata by the Surigao 
Coconut Development Corporation, and an ice plant and cold storage. Revenue collection increased 
to P7.6 million. 
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 In 1983, revenue collections increased to P13.4 million. About 200 kilometers of roads were opened 
up, repaired or improved. Several new school buildings were put up, seawalls and barangay ports 
were started, and the implementation of barangay water systems was expanded. The turn-around 
pad and stopway of the Surigao Airport was constructed, together with other government buildings. 
Little improvements were also done on the urban drainage system, and the Lipata Ferry Terminal 
was completed. 

 
 20 years after the worst natural disaster wrought havoc in Surigao, another strong typhoon �t 

�^�E�]�š���v�P�_�� �Z�]�š�� �š�Z���� �o�}�����o�]�š�Ç�� �]�v�� �^���‰�š���u�����Œ�� �í�õ�ô�ð�U�� �������o�Ç�� �����•�š�Œ�}�Ç�]�v�P�� �]�v�(�Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���U�� �µ�š�]�o�]�š�]���•�U��and 
settlements ���v�������]�•�‰�o�����]�v�P���•���À���Œ���o���(���u�]�o�]���•�X���d�Á�}���~�î�•���Ç�����Œ�•�����(�š���Œ���]�v���í�õ�ô�ò�U���š�Ç�‰�Z�}�}�v���^���v�]�v�P�_�������À���•�š���š������
Surigao. This year, the Nonoc Mining and Industrial Corporation shut down operations amidst 
declining world metal prices, high prices of crude oil, and labor problems. 

 
 �K�v�� �:���v�µ���Œ�Ç�� �í�ô�U�� �í�õ�ô�ô�U�� ���v�}�š�Z���Œ�� �o�}�����o�� ���o�����š�]�}�v�� �Á���•�� �Z���o���� �u���Œ�l�]�v�P�� �š�Z���� �^�‰�}�•�š-�����^���_�� ���Œ���� �]�v�� �o�}�����o��

governan�����X�� �d�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v�� �]�v���Œ�����•������ �š�}�� ���o�u�}�•�š�� �í�ì�ì�U�ì�ì�ì�� ���v���� �]�š�•�� �]�v���}�u���� �Œ�������Z������ �u�}�Œ���� �š�Z���v��
P23.0 million. Continuing development efforts were undertaken, especially in the rebuilding and 
�•�š�Œ���v�P�š�Z���v�]�v�P�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �]�v�(�Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���� �������l���}�v���X�� �����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�� �}�(�� �(���Œ�u-to-market roads in the 
mainland barangays started, seawalls and ports in the island barangays were pursued, manpower 
skills training were implemented, the construction of the urban shore protection and boulevard 
development started. And blessedly, natural disasters and other calamities were almost nil. 

 
 �d�Z�����í�õ�õ�ì�[�•���Á���Œ�����u���Œ�l���������Ç���•���À���Œ���o���š�µ�Œ�v�•���}�(�� ���À���v�š�•���š�Z���š���}�(�(���Œ�������u�}�Œ�����(�Œ�µ�]�š�(�µ�o�������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š���o���P���]�v�•��

for the city. The passage of R.A. 7160 in 1991 ushered the increase in the local share of the internal 
revenue allotment (IRA) dramatically increasing local income. Greater financial autonomy resulted 
to more sources of financing and more leeway in the creation of additional sources of income. This 
is the period of the development of local government economic enterprises beginning with the new 
public market in 1992, the commercial building in 1993, Maharlika Training Center and Beach Resort 
�]�v�� �í�õ�õ�ñ�U���š�Z���v�� �š�Z���� �/�v�š���P�Œ���š������ ���µ�•�� ���v���� �:�����‰�v���Ç���d���Œ�u�]�v���o�� �]�v�� �í�õ�õ�ó�X�� �d�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �]�v���}�u���� �Œ�������Z������ �W�î�ì�ì�X�ì��
million. 

 
 Basic barangay infrastructure and the mainland farm-to-market roads were completed. The urban 

coastal reclamation and shore protection was likewise completed and the land-based and cellular 
phone networks were established. There was now a Cable TV operator, local FM station and the 
Surigao Wharf was expanded. The urban area now covers five (5) barangays and a new barangay 
(Canlanipa) was created. 

 
 �d�Z�������Œ�����š�]�}�v���}�(�������Œ���P�����Z���P�]�}�v���]�v���í�õ�õ�ñ���•�š�Œ���v�P�š�Z���v�������š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�}�•�]�š�]�}�v�����•���š�Z�����]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�]���o�U�����}�u�u���Œ���]���o�U��

and services center in the Mindanao Pacific Rim Area. The city achieved a first class status in July 
1997.  Such classification however was reverted back to 2nd ���o���•�•�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �î�ì�ì�ì�[�•�� �}�Á�]�v�P�� �š�}�� �š�Z����
restructuring of income classification of local governments by the Department of Finance.  

 
 The years 2000 to the 2010s era ushered in more challenges and transformation for the city. 

Competitiveness, transparency and accountability become key considerations in the much broader 
local development realm. Despite high poverty incidences recorded in the provincial and regional 
�o���À���o�•�U�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�� �Œ���u���]�v�� �}�v�� �š�Œ�����l�� �Z�]�P�Z�o�]�P�Z�š������ ���Ç�� �����]�v�P�� �Œ�����}�P�v�]�Ì������ ���•�� �}�v���� �}�(�� �š�Z����
���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�•�� �u�}�•�š�� �o�]�À�����o���� ���]�š�]���•�� �]�v�� �î�ì�ì�ï�U�� ���Á���Œ�������� ���•�� ���Z�]�o��-�&�Œ�]���v���o�Ç�� ���]�š�Ç�U�� ���v���� ���•�� �D�]�v�����v���}�[�•�� �D�}�•�š��
Business-Friendly LGU in 2007. Governance reforms were initiated in the front line services with 
emphasis for streamlining and greater customer satisfaction together with improvements in 
emergency response services and disaster management. Local businesses expanded and increased 
and the entry of national brands in services/fast foods also started. Tourist arrivals breached the 
100,000 mark and LGU income started to reach the P500.0 million level. The number of banks in the 
locality also increased to more than 20 with new entrants both in the rural, thrift, commercial and 
universal banking categories, despite the merger of several existing banks. Pawnshops and 
remittance centers flourished together with new hotels and accommodation establishments. The 
�����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�����v�����}�‰���Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���(�]�Œst ever shopping mall started in 2011 and the first phase 
of the city boulevard development started to transform itself as the new urban promenade.  

 
 The 2010s era also marked the expansion and improvements of both the main seaport and the 

Lipata ferry port. Greater consciousness in environmental management, disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation started to gain track ushered in by global campaigns, changing needs and 
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Original Seal when the city was created on 
August 31, 1970 under R.A. 6134 

 

new national laws and directives. The city was able to put up and operate a Sanitary Landfill facility 
for solid waste management. Road widening projects along the national highway commenced 
together with new road openings/construction to support tourism purposes in Sition Tagbasingan, 
Mat-i and in Punta Bilar-Looc-Mabua. 

 
 Key development scenario that is envisioned in the coming decades is the re-operation of the Nonoc 

Nickel Refinery, development of a special economic zone in Nonoc Island, establishment of a fishing 
port complex in Brgy. Canlanipa, coastal reclamation for commercial estate development in the area 
of Brgys. San Juan, Sabang and Lipata, the completion of the four-lane road widening of the Surigao 
Wharf Road and the Surigao-Agusan Road, the new road opening from Cagniog-Canlanipa to the 
main city seaport, and the expansion of the city airport. 
 

 1.3.2  Official Seal  
 

The Official Seal of the City of Surigao was approved by the City Board on April 8, 1975 under 
Resolution No. 24.   

 
 As the official symbol representing the community, it naturally tells the story and depicts the profile 

of the city. 
 
 The seal is circular.  The  �(�]���o�����]�v���š�Z���������v�š���Œ���}�(���š�Z�����•�����o���]�•�������•�]�o�Z�}�µ���š�š�������o���š�š���Œ���^S�_���Á�Z�]���Z���•�š���v���•��

for Surigao. On this white field is an industrial building together with the crossed pick and shovel at 
its botto�u���]�•�������•�Ç�u���}�o���}�(���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�Œ�]�u���Œ�Ç���]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�Ç�������•�����Á�Z�]���Z���]�•���u�]�v�]�v�P�X���� 

 
 The right side of the seal is colored BLUE and shows a figure of a coconut tree, which represents the 

thriving coconut industry, being the major source of income in the city. 
 
 Drawn on the left side of the seal which is colored RED is the picture of a fish which depicts the good 

fishing harbor and considered as the second major source of income and livelihood in the locality. 
 
 �d�Z�����í�õ�ó�ì���‰�Œ�]�v�š�������]�v���š�Z�������}�š�š�}�u���}�(���š�Z�����Á�Z�]�š�����^S�_�������v�}�š���•���š�Z�� founding year of the Charter of the City 

of Surigao. 
 
 The tri-color scheme of RED, WHITE and BLUE reflects the Philippine Flag and such signifies our 

being part and parcel of the Republic of the Philippines. 
 
 

  
             
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Official Seal approved by the Sangguniang Panlungsod 
on May 22, 2003 per Resolution No. 155-2003 

 
 

Official City Seal approved by the City Board on 
April 8, 1975 under Resolution No. 24 
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 1.3.3 City Flower 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosal 
(Scientific Name: Gardenia Jasminioides) 

As adopted per SP Resolution No. 192 series of 1974 
 
 1.3.4 Development Directions of Surigao City 
 

 VISION 
 

� Ŵith the blessings of the Divine Providence, Surigao in 2025: a 
model city for good governance, economic dynamism, and 
environmental quality�_�X 

 

MISSION 
 

 � T̂o continuously raise the standards of governance through the 
empowerment of our citizenry. The outcomes from effective 
partnerships and cooperation shall secure total quality of life of 
all our citizens. We are open to share our own experience and 
learn from the best practices of other cities in Caraga, in 
Mindanao, and the rest of the country.�_ 
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CHAPTER II 

GEO-PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

2.1  GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 
 

Surigao City is geographically located in the Northeastern tip of Mindanao, at between 9o to 10o North 
latitude and 125o to 126o East longitude. It is bounded on the North by Dinagat Island, on the South by the 
Surigao del Norte mainland, the waters of Hinatuan Passage on the East, and the Surigao Strait on the West 
(Figure 2.1). 

 
Figure 2.1 

Location Map of Surigao City 
 

 
 

�d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���P���}�P�Œ���‰�Z�]�����o���o�}�����š�]�}�v���]�•���µ�v�]�‹�µ�����Á�Z�]���Z���]�•�����o���•�•�������Á�]�š�Z�� �š�Z����existing sea waters that divide the city 
into mainland and island barangays. The city is also noted for its proximity to the almost fathomless 
underwater ravine�U�� �š�Z���� �^�W�Z�]�o�]�‰�‰�]�v���� �������‰�_�U�� �Á�Z�]���Z�� �]�•�� �}�v���� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �������‰���•�š�� �‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v�•�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �W�����]�(�]���� �K�������v�U��
including all other oceans in the world. 
 
 
2.2 TOPOGRAPHY 

 
 2.2.1 Elevation 
 
 Surigao City has an average elevation level of 19 meters or 65.5 feet above sea level. The highest 

elevation in the mainland is the Kabangkaan Ridge situated along the border of the Municipality of 
San Francisco with a peak elevation of 465 meters above sea level, followed by Balibayon Peak with 
an elevation of 335 meters. Along the border of Tagana-an is the Mapawa Peak with an elevation of 
245 meters above sea level with scattered descending slopes covering the barangays of 
Cabongbongan, Nabago and Capalayan. 

 
 In the islands, the highest peak is the Mount Conico located in Brgy. Cantiasay with an elevation of 

335 meters above sea level overlooking the Cantiasay Channel. The Nonoc Island Range has an 
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elevation of 264 meters above sea level, and the Island of Hanigad with a peak elevation of 163 
meters. The highest point in Hikdop Island is in Mt. Telegrapo with a peak of 250 meters. The Island 
of Bayagnan located on the eastern part of Surigao City has a highest elevation of 242 meters (Table 
2.1). 

 
Table 2.1 

Highest Peak/ Elevation Level 
Surigao City 

 

Name of Ridge 
Elevation 

(in meters) 
Location 

A.   MAINLAND   

1. Kabangkaan Ridge 465 Along the border of the Mun. of San Francisco 

2. Balibayon Peak 356 Brgy. Rizal 

3. Mapawa Peak 245 Along the border of the Mun. of Tagana-an 

B.   ISLAND   

1. Mt. Conico 335 Brgy. Cantiasay 

2. Nonoc Island Range 264 Nonoc Island 

3. Mt. Telegrapo 250 Hikdop Island 

4. Bayagnan Island Range 242 Bayagnan Island 

5. Hanigad Island Range 163 Hanigad Island 
 Source: MGB & CPDO (based on Contour/Topographic Map) 
 

Figure 2.2 
Topographic Map of Surigao City 

 

 
  
 Of the 54 barangays, Barangay Sukailang has the highest elevation level of 75 meters above sea 

level with a coordinate of 9°40'23.77"N 125°30'14.98"E and Barangay Bitaugan has the lowest 
elevation level of 3 meters above sea level with a coordinate of 9°47'31.74"N 125°37'57.63"E (Table 
2.2).  
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Table 2.2 
Barangay Elevation and Coordinate 

Surigao City 
 

BARANGAY ELEVATION COORDINATE 
1. ALANG-ALANG 12M 9°52'28.37"N 125°31'18.37"E 
2. ALEGRIA 13M 9°53'08.86"N 125°31'55.29"E 
3. ANOMAR 23M 9°40'46.96"N 125°30'16.42"E 
4. AURORA 15M 9°54'10.53"N 125°35'33.53"E 
5. BALIBAYON 37M 9°45'49.49"N 125°31'27.72"E 
6. BAYBAY 14M 9°52'10.84"N 125°32'47.57"E 
7. BILABID 12M 9°53'38.15"N 125°31'36.86"E 
8. BITAUGAN 3M 9°47'31.74"N 125°37'57.63"E 
9. BONIFACIO 16M 9°44'05.56"N 125°29'53.66"E 

10. BUENAVISTA 11M 9°52'20.36"N 125°32'02.64"E 
11. CABONGBONGAN 9M 9°43'00.04"N 125°34'05.02"E 
12. CAGNIOG 7M 9°45'47.15"N 125°30'12.94"E 
13. CAGUTSAN 8M 9°46'21.71"N 125°39'10.31"E 
14. CANLANIPA 29M 9°46'26.99"N 125°29'47.59"E 
15. CANTIASAY 6M 9°51'05.33"N 125°35'15.30"E 
16. CAPALAYAN 11M 9°44'25.40"N 125°32'38.10"E 
17. CATADMAN 10M 9°55'03.09"N 125°30'54.33"E 
18. DANAO 19M 9°47'09.23"N 125°26'22.35"E 
19. DANAWAN 7M 9°55'35.36"N 125°30'01.70"E 
20. DAY-ASAN 10 M 9° 46'23.71"N 125°32'13.22"E 
21. IPIL 10M 9°47'30.55"N 125°26'22.12"E 
22. LIBUAC 10M 9°53'26.59"N 125°30'50.29"E 
23. LIPATA 12M 9°48'53.97"N 125°27'15.84"E 
24. LISONDRA 34M 9°53'07.77"N 125°34'03.63"E 
25. LUNA 40M 9°46'17.33"N 125°29'14.62"E 
26. MABINI 35M 9°42'02.85"N 125°28'10.50"E 
27. MABUA 10M 9°48'31.17"N 125°26'27.33"E 
28. MANJAGAO 9M 9°44'22.85"N 125°38'49.77"E 
29. MAPAWA 52M 9°43'42.78"N 125°31'11.75"E 
30. MAT-I 28M 9°42'57.56"N 125°28'35.95"E 
31. NABAGO 7M 9°44'05.14"N 125°33'50.60"E 
32. NONOC 8M 9°49'15.37"N 125°34'53.05"E 
33. OROK 17M 9°45'21.47"N 125°32'31.19"E 
34. POKTOY 12M 9°44'39.62"N 125°28'34.65"E 
35. PUNTA BILAR 16M 9°49'22.19"N 125°26'39.18"E 
36. QUEZON 15M 9°43'31.23"N 125°30'12.71"E 
37. RIZAL 7M 9°47'03.58"N 125°27'46.86"E 
38. SABANG 5M 9°47'36.90"N 125°28'53.23"E 
39. SAN ISIDRO 9M 9°45'40.86"N 125°33'24.18"E 
40. SAN JOSE 10M 9°45'19.54"N 125°39'57.61"E 
41. SAN JUAN 6M 9°47'31.52"E 125°29'04.17"E 
42. SAN PEDRO 6M 9°51'11.97"N 125°34'56.13"E 
43. SAN ROQUE 16M 9°45'09.82"N 125°28'26.02"E 
44. SIDLAKAN 10M 9°53'57.77"N 125°31'03.55"E 
45. SERNA 22M 9°43'53.42"N 125°28'54.72"E 
46. SILOP 43M 9°44'31.43"N 125°30'37.72"E 
47. SUGBAY 10M 9°47'14.52"N 125°38'44.97"E 
48. SUKAILANG 75M 9°40'23.77"N 125°30'14.98"E 
49. TAFT 8M 9°47'00.66"N 125°29'54.51"E 
50. TALISAY 7M 9°49'02.27"N 125°36'48.70"E 
51. TOGBONGON 13M 9°45'47.57"N 125°28'13.49"E 
52. TRINIDAD 22M 9°41'30.17"N 125°30'25.75"E 
53. WASHINGTON 7M 9°47'07.05"N 125°29'15.87"E 
54. ZARAGOSA 9M �õ�£�ñ�ð�[�ï�ì�X�ñ�ñ�_�E���í�î�ñ�£�ï�ð�[�í�õ�X�î�ó�_�� 

 Source: Google Earth 
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Figure 2.3 
Elevation Map of Surigao City 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.2.2 Slope 
 
The slope categories in the urban core of Surigao City have a range of from 0 to 2% mangroves and 
alluvial flat lands. Similarly, coastal built-up areas going east and southeast of the mainland has the 
extent of mangrove level to nearly alluvial agricultural plains. Other areas at 0 to 2% alluvial range 
can be traced along the reclaimed wetlands of Barangay San Juan, fishponds and mangrove 
sanctuaries of Brgy. Sabang, spreading across the mainland along both sides of the Surigao River 
moving southwards up to the Brgys. of Mabini and Anomar. Flat land areas in the eastern side can 
be found in the coastal areas of Barangays San Isidro, Orok, Day-asan, Nabago and portion of 
Capalayan; on the western side along the coasts of Barangays Mabua and Ipil up to the portion of 
the boundary with the Municipality of Anao-aon.  
 
Slope categories ranging from 2% to 5%, and 5% to 8% are dominant along the Barangays of Punta 
Bilar and Lipata on the eastern portion, the Barangays of Cagniog and portion of Canlanipa in the 
urban and sub-urban area, the area on the mid-western portion bounded by the Barangays of 
Balibayon, Orok, Capalayan, Mapawa, Quezon, Bonifacio and Silop. On the southern portion, these 
slope categories can be found west of the alluvial plains of Barangays Mat-i, Mabini, Anomar, and 
the area of Sukailang. 
 
Critical slope areas of 18% to 30% and 30% to 50% ranges can be found on the southeast of the 
mainland, specifically the areas of Barangays Cabongbongan and Mapawa extending down south 
along the border with the Municipality of Taganaan. 30% to 50% slope ranges is also dominant in 
�š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���Á���š���Œ�•�Z���������Œ�������]�v���š�Z�����•�}�µ�š�Z�Á���•�š�����}�Œ�����Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����D�µ�v�]���]�‰���o�]�š�Ç���}�(���^���v���&�Œ���v���]�•���}�X 
 
In the islands, the middle portion of Hikdop and the mid-northern part of Nonoc have slope ranges 
of 30% to 50%. Likewise, the northern portion Awasan Island also falls along this category. 
 
�Z�µ�P�P������ �u�}�µ�v�š���]�v�� ���Œ�����•�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �u�}�Œ���� �š�Z���v�� �ñ�ì�9�� �•�o�}�‰���� ���Œ���� �}�v�o�Ç�� �À���Œ�Ç�� �o�]�u�]�š������ �]�v�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �i�µ�Œ�]�•���]���š�]�}�v�X��
Such can be found in the mainland west of the hilly portions of the Barangays of Togbongon and San 
Roque. In the islands more than 50% slope category can be found east of Barangay Cantiasay. 
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Figure 2.4 
Slope Map of Surigao City 

 
 

 
 
 
2.3  GEOLOGY 

 
 2.3.1 Land Forms 

 
The mainland and clustered islands of Surigao City has irregular or hilly topography with flat lands 
near the coast.  
 
The city is comprised of 17 major islands/islets groups comprising the city domain which totaled to 
approximately 12,489 hectares or 51% of the ���]�š�Ç�[�•��total land area. Nonoc Island constitutes the 
largest area followed by Hikdop Island (Table 2.3). 

 
Table 2.3 

Major Island Groups 
Surigao City 

 

Name Area (has.) 
% Distribution to 
Total Land Area 

1. Nonoc Island 5,825.0294 23.74% 
2. Hikdop Island 2,568.2197 10.46% 
3. Hanigad Island 1,393.3700 5.67% 
4. Bayagnan Island 924.6100 3.76% 
5. Awasan Island 753.1897 3.06% 
6. Manjagao Island 349.0021 1.42% 
7. Sibale Island 290.1826 1.18% 
8. Kabe Island 90.4412 0.36% 
9. Lo-ad Island 78.8418 0.32% 

10. Danawan Island 57.6873 0.23% 
11. Raza Island 51.3599 0.20% 
12. Quiatongan Island 47.0212 0.19% 
13. Sumilom Island 33.5833 0.13% 
14. Sagisi Island 13.2741 0.05% 
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Name Area (has.) 
% Distribution to 
Total Land Area 

15. Lapinig Island 6.8138 0.02% 
16. Bilabid Island 4.3980 0.02% 
17. Basul Island 2.8088 0.01% 

Total 12,489.8329 50.82% 
 �^�}�µ�Œ�����W�����]�š�Ç�����•�•���•�•�}�Œ�[�•���K�(�(�]���������v�������W���K�U���^�µ�Œ�]�P���}�����]�š�Ç 

 
2.3.2 Soils, Land Characteristics and Rock Formations 

 
�d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•�����µ�]�o�š-up area falls under the miscellaneous land type with no distinguished soil series. The 
Coastal Landscape of active tidal flat with brackish water deposits and beach ridges consisting of 
marine deposits constitute �����}�µ�š�� �í�ì�9�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �o���v���� ���Œ������ ���v���� ���Œ���� ���}�u�]�v���v�š�� ���o�}�v�P�� �š�Z����coast, 
reclaimed areas, mangrove sanctuaries and fishpond areas of Barangay San Juan. 
 
The Alluvial Landscape consisting of the upper, lower flats and point bar of the recent river flood 
plains with high fertility suitable for rice plantation extends from the banks of the Surigao River 
along the Barangays of Rizal, Togbongon, Luna, San Roque, Poctoy, Serna, Mat-i, Mabini, Anomar 
and Trinidad. Recent alluvium deposits are also present on the eastern side, along the Barangays of 
Orok, Capalayan, Nabago and Cabongbongan. 

 
Figure 2.5 

Semi-Detailed Soil Map of Surigao City 
 

 
 
The Residual L���v���•�����‰���� �Á�]�š�Z�� ���}�o�o�µ�À�]�µ�u�� ���v���� �Œ���•�]���]�µ�u�� �����‰�}�•�]�š�•�� �(�Œ�}�u�� ���}�v�P�o�}�u���Œ���š���•�� ���v���� �•�Z���o���[�•��
known as the Surigao Series represents a mere 1.92%, which is concentrated in the central mainland 
in Barangay Serna and in the sub-urban areas of Barangays Cagniog and Canlanipa. The Sison Series 
of colluvium and residium deposits from tuffaceous shale and sandstones constitute about 20% of 
�š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���o���v�������Œ�����X���d�Z�������}�v�����v�š�Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�]�•���š�Ç�‰�����}�(���•�}�]�o���•���Œ�]���•���]�•���Z�����À�Ç���]�v���š�Z�����Œ�}�o�o�]�v�P���Z�]�o�o�•�����}�µ�v��������
by the Barangays of Silop, Capalayan, Orok, Balibayon, portions of Nabago and Cabongbongan, and 
in the southern portion of Brgy. Mat-i extending up to Brgy. Sukailang. 
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The Kabatuhan Series of collovium and residium from ultrabasic rocks along moderately eroded 
areas of 5% to 40% slope, are found concentrated west of the alluvial plains of Brgys. Serna, Mat-i 
and Sukailang up to the boundary of the Municipality of Anao-aon; in the northern tip west of Brgys. 
Lipata and Punta Bilar; a small portion in the dissected hills of Brgys. Nabago and Cabongbongan. In 
the islands, the concentration of this soil series is heavy in the Islands of Nonoc, Hanigad, and the 
whole of Awasan. 
 
The Malimono Series of collovium and residium from dacite and andesite constitute about 9.28% of 
�š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•�����Œ���������v�����š�Z���•�������Œ�������}�v�����v�š�Œ���š�������Á���•�š���}�(���š�Z�������o�o�µ�À�]���o���‰�o���]�v�•���}�(�����Œ�P�Ç�•. Rizal, Togbongon, San 
Roque and Poctoy.  
 
The Karsts Landscape consisting of limestone hills represents ���o�u�}�•�š�� �í�î�9�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� ���Œ�����X���d�Z���•����
are heavily concentrated in the eastern side south of the Arellano District up to the border of the 
Municipality of Tagana-an and in the barangays of Quezon, Bonifacio and Silop.  In the islands, this 
soil series constitute practically the whole of Hikdop and Sibale Islands (Table 2.4). 

 
Table 2.4 

Soil Types and Land Area per Soil Mapping Unit 
Surigao City 

 

Parent Materials 
Mapping Unit 

Symbol 
Soil Series, Variants and Soil 

Mapping Unit 
Present Land Use 

Vegetation 
Area 
(has.) 

Percent 

Brackish Water Deposits Tf3s 
 

(No Series Distinguished)Tidal 
flat complex, severe saline 

Pacuan, Nipa 
 

2,540 
 

9.99% 
 

Marine Deposits 
 

MgVA Magsaysay Series Coconut 108 0.42% 

  
Magsaysay Sandy Skeleton 
variants, coconut 0 to 2% slopes 

      

Recent Alluvium AnAf1 Anao-aon Series Paddy Rice Rainfed 2,380 9.36% 

  
Anao-aon, 0 to 2% slopes, 
slightly flooded 

      

SmAf1 San Miguel Series Paddy Rice Rainfed 128 0.53% 

  
San Miguel, 0 to 2% slopes, 
slightly flooded 

      

Sm/AgA1 San Miguel-Agustin Association Paddy Rice 248 0.97% 
  0-2% slopes, slightly flooded       
SmAf1 San Miguel Variants Paddy Rice 216 0.85% 

  
San Miguel, somewhat poorly 
drained variant, 

      

  0-2% slopes, slightly flooded       
Recent Alluvial Deposits Ag/PnAf1 Agustin/Peñaranda Association Grasses/Coconut 46 0.18% 

  0-2% slopes, slightly flooded       
Colluvium-Residium from 
congloremates and shales 

SgE/2 Surigao Series Grasses/Coconut 488 1.92% 

  
Surigao, 15 to 40% slopes, 
moderately eroded 

     

Colluvium and Residium from 
Tuffaceous shales abd 
sandstone 
  
  
  
  

SiB1 Sison Series Coconut/Grasses 260 1.02% 

  
Sison, 2 to 5% slopes slightly 
eroded 

      

SiB2 
Sison, 2 to 5% slopes 
moderately eroded 

Grasses/Shrubs 212 0.84% 

SiB/C2 
Sison, 2 to 5% slopes 
moderately eroded 

Grasses/Shrubs 332 1.31% 

Sid/E2 
Sison, 8 to 25% slopes 
moderately eroded 

Grasses/Shrubs 2,002 7.88% 

SiE/2 
Sison, 15 to 40% slopes 
moderately eroded 

Grasses/Coconut 1,507 6.93% 

Colluvium and Residium from 
Ultrabasic Rocks 

SiG2 
 

Sison, more than 40% slopes,  
moderately eroded 

Grasses 
 

1,004 
 

3.95% 
 

KbC/D2 Kabatuan Series Grasses/Shrubs 688 2.71% 
  

  
Kabatuan, 5 to 15% slopes, 
moderately eroded 

Forest/Shrubs 1,628 6.40% 

  
  

Kabatuan, 15 to 25% slopes, 
moderately eroded 

  2,668 10.50% 

  MoF/G2 Malimono Series Coconut/Grasses 1,584 6.23% 
  

  
Malimono, 25 to more than 
40% slopes, moderately eroded 

      

Colluvium-Residium from 
Dasite and Andesite 

MoG2 
 

Malimono, more than 40% 
slopes, moderately eroded 

Coconut/Grasses 
 

776 
 

3.05% 
 

Residium from Limestone FaD/E2 Faraon Series Forest Grasses 1,712   
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Parent Materials 
Mapping Unit 

Symbol 
Soil Series, Variants and Soil 

Mapping Unit 
Present Land Use 

Vegetation 
Area 
(has.) 

Percent 

  
    

Faraon, 8 to 25% slopes, 
moderately eroded 

    0.65% 

FaF/G2 Faraon, 25 to more than 40% 
slopes, moderately eroded 

Coconut/Grasses 
 

164 
 

3.30% 
 

  FaCF2 
 

Faraon Complex, 25 to 40% 
slopes, moderately eroded 

Coconut/Banana 
 

840 
 

3.30% 
 

  FaCG2 
 

Faraon Complex, more than 
40% slopes, moderately eroded 

Coconut 
 

280 
 

1.10% 
 

    NO SERIES       
  Ul Urban Land   211 0.83% 
  Bg Beach Gravel   12 0.05% 
  Bs Beach Sand   40 0.16% 
  Rwg Riverwashed Gravel   104 0.41% 
  Rwsg Riverwashed Sand and Gravel   4 0.01% 
  Q Quarry   3,128 12.31% 
  Tp Tailing Pond   108 0.42% 
    TOTAL   25,418 104% 

 Source: Bureau of Soils, DENR, Surigao city 
 
2.3.3  Fault Line 
 

 Two (2) active fault lines run parallel along the boundary of the Municipality of San Francisco and 
Surigao City and traversing along the Arellano District up to the Municipality of Tagana-an. These 
are the fault zones identified by the PHIVOLCS and the survey conducted by the United Nations 
Revolving Fund for Natural Exploration (UNRFNFRE). 

 
Figure 2.6 

Ground Rapture Hazard Map of Surigao City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Geologic formation along these fault zones show no predominant rock formation but are mostly 

made up of recent alluvial and beach deposits, clay, sand and gravel and conglomerates of mud and 
siltstones. 
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Figure 2.7 
Ground-Shaking Hazard Map of Surigao City 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4 LAND RESOURCE 
 
 2.4.1  Land Area 

 
 �/�v���š�Z�����í�õ�ô�ì���^�µ�Œ�]�P���}�����]�š�Ç���d�}�Á�v���W�o���v�U���^�µ�Œ�]�P���}�����]�š�Ç�[�•���š�}�š���o���o���v�������Œ�������Á��s recorded at 24,534 hectares. 

�d�Z�]�•���š�}�š���o���o���v�������Œ�������]�•���Œ�}�µ�P�Z�o�Ç�����‹�µ�]�À���o���v�š���š�}���í�X�ð�9���}�(�������Œ���P�����Z���P�]�}�v�[�•���o���v�������Œ�������}�(���í�U�ô�ô�ð�U�ò�õ�ó���Z�����š���Œ���•�X��
This was officially recognized by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and 
National Statistics Office (NSO) as the official land area of Surigao City. 

 
 With the certification issued by DENR, which was based from the Geographic Information System 

(GIS) generated land area of cities, municipalities and provinces of CARAGA Region, the official total 
land area of Surigao City as of CY 2002 now stands at 26,117 hectares. 

 
 However, this new land area of 26,117 hectares was not yet officially recognized by NSO-Manila, 

obliging the city to use its original land area of 24,534 hectares as official in its physical and 
�����u�}�P�Œ���‰�Z�]�����o�����}�u�‰�µ�š���š�]�}�v�•���]�v���Œ���o���š�]�}�v���š�}���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���•�}���]�}-economic information. 

 
Table 2.5 

Land Area by Barangay 
Surigao City 

 
BARANGAY Land Area (has.) 

1. Alang-Alang 136.80 
2. Alegria 106.75 
3. Anomar *573.9842 
4. Aurora 971.49 
5. Balibayon *429.0567 
6. Baybay 143.50 
7. Bilabid 66.72 
8. Bitaugan 135.32 
9. Bonifacio *323.7518 

10. Buenavista 190.95 
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BARANGAY Land Area (has.) 
11. Cabongbongan *386.4698 
12. Cagniog *482.9918 
13. Cagutsan 331.89 
14. Canlanipa  *45.9068 
15. Cantiasay 1,645.27 
16. Capalayan *842.9784 
17. Catadman 53.76 
18. Danao *1,059.0341 
19. Danawan 57.68 
20. Day-asan *275.5690 
21. Ipil *672.6276 
22. Libuac 087.12 
23. Lipata *239.4481 
24. Lisondra 102.73 
25. Luna *563.3562 
26. Mabini *1,543.5886 
27. Mabua *137.5646 
28. Manjagao 396.11 
29. Mapawa *664.7199 
30. Mat-i *2,091.9522 
31. Nabago *546.8138 
32. Nonoc 2,469.27 
33. Orok *305.4905 
34. Poctoy *482.6515 
35. Punta Bilar *117.9831 
36. Quezon *473.1471 
37. Rizal *935.7166 
38. Sabang *293.3784 
39. San Isidro *290.1704 
40. San Jose 245.86 
41. San Juan *65.3043 
42. San Pedro 502.36 
43. San Roque *262.3206 
44. Serna *359.4931 
45. Sidlakan 64.86 
46. Silop *416.3854 
47. Sugbay 115.49 
48. Sukailang *758.8121 
49. Taft *97.3443 
50. Talisay 2,545.25 
51. Togbongon *420.1361 
52. Trinidad *651.2114 
53. Washington *143.1497 
54. Zaragosa 190.21 

TOTAL 27,511.8982 
 Source: NSO, Surigao City 
              *DENR Cadastral Survey 
  
 Surigao ���]�š�Ç�[�•���ñ�ð barangays are comprised of 33 mainland and 21 island barangays.  Land area of the 

mainland barangays totaled to 13,974.61 has. or �ñ�ó�9���}�(�� �š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���š�}�š���o���o���v�������Œ�����V���Á�Z�]�o���� �š�Z�����]�•�o���v����
barangays totaled to 10,559.39 has. or 43�9���}�(���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���š�}�š���o���o���v�������Œ�������~Table 2.6). 

 
 The city proper is divided into five (5) urban barangays, namely: Taft, Washington, San Juan, 

Canlanipa and Luna. It has also eight (8) sub-urban barangays. Of the twenty (20) rural mainland 
barangays, fourteen (14) of which are in the mainland and six (6) are located along the coastal 
areas. 
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Table 2.6 
List of Barangays by Cluster and Land Area 

Surigao City 
 

Barangay 
Land Area 

(has.) 
Barangay 

Land Area 
(has.) 

Mainland:    
A.  Urban  B.  Sub-Urban  
 1. Canlanipa 40.54  1. Cagniog 454.97 
 2. Luna 527.66  2. Ipil 654.10 
 3. San Juan 45.59  3. Lipata 254.13 
 4. Taft 88.27  4. Mabua 146.35 
 5. Washington 136.93  5. Punta Bilar 120.19 

TOTAL 838.99  6. Rizal 1,142.79 
   7. Sabang 288.77 
   8. Togbongon 407.51 
  TOTAL 3,468.81 
C.  Rural Mainland  D.  Island  
 Inland:   1. Alang-Alang 136.80 
 1. Anomar 536.47  2. Alegria 106.75 
 2. Balibayon 428.61  3. Aurora 971.49 
 3. Bonifacio 388.61  4. Baybay 143.50 
 4. Danao 921.27  5. Bilabid 66.72 
 5. Mabini 504.19  6. Bitaugan 135.32 
 6. Mapawa 687.71  7. Buenavista 190.95 
 7. Mat-i 847.12  8. Cagutsan 331.89 
 8. Poctoy 465.86  9. Cantiasay 1,645.27 
 9. Quezon 417.48  10. Catadman 53.76 
 10. San Roque 303.49  11. Danawan 57.68 
 11. Serna 338.78  12. Libuac 87.12 
 12. Silop 414.44  13. Lisondra 102.73 
 13. Sukailang 742.29  14. Manjagao 396.11 
 14. Trinidad 769.73  15. Nonoc 2,469.27 
 Coastal:   16. San Jose 245.86 
 1. Cabongbongan 354.50  17. San Pedro 502.36 
 2. Capalayan 321.91  18. Sidlakan 64.86 
 3. Day-asan 304.04  19. Sugbay 115.49 
 4. Nabago 375.38  20. Talisay 2545.25 
 5. Orok 312.30  21. Zaragosa 190.21 
 6. San Isidro 232.63   

TOTAL 9,666.81 TOTAL 10,559.39 
 Source: CPDO, Surigao City 
 
 2.4.2 Land Classification 
   
 �^�µ�Œ�]�P���}�� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �o���v����use is classified into two (2) uses based �}�v�� �����E�Z�[�•�� �����š���U���v���u���o�Ç�W��Alienable and 

Disposable Lands (A&D) of 14,883 hectares or 57% and Forestlands of 11,234 hectares or 43%. 
Forestlands are divided into two (2) categories, such as: 

 
1) Production Forest of 11,091.388 hectares which is located at Brgys. Day-asan, San Isidro and 

Nabago;  
 
2) Protection Forest of 142.612 hectares or 1.3% of the forestlands located in Sitio Lumaban-

Balibayon, Brgy. Rizal and Parang-Parang, Brgy. Mabini (Table 2.7). 
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Table 2.7 
General Land Classification 

Surigao City, 2005 
 

Land Classification Location Area (has.) 
% to Total 
City Land 

Area 
1. Alienable and Disposable 

Lands (A & D) 
Surigao City 14,883.000 57% 

2. Forestlands  11,234.000 43% 
o Production Forest Brgys. Day-asan, San 

Isidro, Nabago 
11,091.388  

o Protection Forest Sitio Lumaban-Balibayon, 
Brgy. Rizal  
Parang-Parang, Brgy. 
Mabini  

73.012 
 

69.600 

142.612 
 

 

 Source: DENR, Surigao City 
 
 2.4.3 Existing General Land Use 

 

 As of 2010, �ñ�ò�9�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �š�}�š���o��land area is devoted to agricultural land use which accounted 
13,688.14 hectares; it is followed by industrial land use which covers 4,074.87 hectares or 16.6% of 
�š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���š�}�š���o���o���v���� ���Œ��a�X���d�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•�����µ�]�o�š-up area covers 2.27% or about 558.10 hectares, of which 
6% is the industrial land use. The swampland covers 7% or 1,763.71 hectares, while the grassland 
covers 6.6% which are dominantly located in the rural area, and forestlands of 1%, respectively 
(Table 2.8). 

 

Table 2.8 
Existing Land Uses 

Surigao City 
 

Land Use Category Area (in has.) 
Residential 381.00 
Commercial 37.00 
Infrastructure/Utilities 319.00 
Institutional 65.43 
Parks/Playground and other Recreational Spaces 5.41 
Industrial 4,074.87 
Built-up Area 558.10 
Agriculture 13,688.14 

- Rice and Corn Land 3,159.40 
- Cocoland 10,309.46 
- Cropland 219.28 

Forest and Forest Categories  
- Protected Forest 1,790.17 
- Production Forest 886.0 
- Grassland/Pasture 1,600.86 

Agro-Industrial 0.37 
Tourism 25.50 
Other Uses:  

Cemetery/Memorial Park 11.00 
Dumpsites/Sanitary Landfill 14.00 
Buffer Zones/Easements 28.00 
Conservation Area 113.33 

Water Uses:  
- Nipa, Swamps, Mangroves 2,747.40 
- Bodies of Water (rivers and tributaries) 145.20 
- Aquaculture and Mari-culture 325.77 

Grand Total 26,816.55 
 Source: Approved CLUP 2011-2020 
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Figure 2.8 
Actual Land Use Map 

Surigao City, 2010 
 

 

 
 
2.5  MINERAL RESOURCES 
 
Surigao City is blessed with mineral resources like limestone, silica, iron ore and nickel. Total reserve for 
limestone in the city is about 45,643,629.00 metric tons; silica is 73,731,136.00 metric tons; iron ore is 
1,005,916.00 metric tons; and nickel is 6,173,149.00 metric tons (Table 2.9). 

 
Table 2.9 

Mineral Resource/Reserve Inventory 
Surigao City 

2017 
 

Mineral Commodity Quantity (MT) Average Grade 
A. Metallic   

Nickel Ore 6,173,149.00 1.4-1.8% Ni 
Limonite Ore 24,121,031.31 .7%-1.31% Ni 
Saphrolite Ore 2,868,952.47 1.62%-2.13% Ni; 12.53%-16.61% Fe 

B. Non-Metallic   
Limestone 45,643,629.00 95% 
Silica 73,731,336.00 55% 
Iron Ore 1,005,916.00 64% 

Total 157,594,111.78  
Source: Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Caraga 13 
 
 
2.6  COASTAL RESOURCES 
 
 2.6.1 Natural Coral Reefs, Seaweeds and Sea Grass Beds  
  

�d�Z���Œ���[�•���v�}�������š�������}�µ�o�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���Œ���P���Œ���]�v�P���š�Z�������Æ�]�•�š�]�v�P�����}�v���]�š�]�}�v���}�(���v���š�µ�Œ���o�����}�Œ���o���Œ�����(�•�U���•�����Á�������•�����v����
sea-grass beds in the coastal barangays of Surigao City, since, so far, there was no comprehensive 
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coastal resource assessment or coastal ecological resource profiling conducted. However, local 
coastal residents described the said resources to be in a fair and good condition. The assessment is 
based on a high diversity of reef associated-fish or a high habitat diversity which are good indicator 
of the overall health of the coral community. However, some of these coral reefs and sea-grass beds 
are being affected by dynamite or blast fishing, liba-liba fishing and other illegal forms of fishing.  
 
Information obtained from BFAR website, it is estimated that the remaining live coral in the country 
is around 75% based on the survey conducted in 1997. Such percentage will be used in planning 
purposes in the absence of recent base line information in the conduct of ecological resource 
profiling.  
 

 2.6.2 Mangrove Forests 
 
The mangrove areas in Surigao City cover 2,757 hectares which are located in the Brgys. of Cagniog, 
Balibayon, Day-asan, Orok, San-Isidro, Capalayan, Nabago, Cabongbongan, Rizal, Sabang and Lipata. 
In the Islands, mangrove forests are located along the coasts of Brgys. Aurora, Zaragosa, Baybay, San 
Pedro, Cantisay, Talisay, Bitaugan, Cagutsan and Manjagao (Figure 2.9). 

 
Figure 2.9 

Mangrove Forest Map  
Surigao City 
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2.7 CLIMATE 
 
 2.7.1 Rainfall  
 
 The prevailing climate in Surigao City falls under Climate Type II with no definite dry season but with 

a pronounced maximum rainfall from November to February. Annual average rainfall on a 12-year 
spread is 3,021 millimeters, and the city has an average of about 211 rainy days per year in 2017, 
making the city one o�(���š�Z�����^�Á���š�š���•�š�_���]�v���š�Z����country (Table 2.10). 

 
 2.7.2 Atmospheric Temperature 
 
 As of 2017, t�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•��average maximum temperature stands at convenient 32.4 degrees centigrade 

with an average minimum temperature of 24.0 degrees centigrade. The average humidity is 80%. 
 
 The city is outside of the typhoon belt and it belongs to the less frequent zone based on the PAGASA 

Tropical Disturbance/Typhoon Map. Although in most cases, its location is always used as the 
reference point of tropical storms/typhoons entering the Philippine area of responsibility. 
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2.8  FRESHWATER RESOURCES 
 
 2.8.1 Surface Run-off 

 
 Surigao City has eight (8) major rivers and five (5) creeks. The largest river in the city is the Surigao 

River. It is the main waterway of all major tributaries from creeks, irrigation drains and urban 
drainage belch (Table 2.11). 

 
Table 2.11 

Water Bodies 
Surigao City 

 

Name of Water Body Location 

Surigao River Surigao City 

Anao-aon River Municipality of Anao-aon 

Hubasan River Barangay Mat-i 

Escalon River Barangay Balibayon 

Orok River Barangay Orok 

Capalayan River Barangay Capalayan 

Togonan River Barangay Mabini 

Anomar River Barangay Anomar 

Togbongon Creek Barangay Togbongon 

Pontod Creek Barangay Danao 

San Roque Creek Barangay San Roque 

Songkoy Creek Barangay Poctoy 

Bega Creek Barangay Mat-i 
 Source: CPDO, Surigao City 

 
 2.8.2 Groundwater Resources 
 
 Among the groundwater resources are two (2) headwaters of the watershed, namely: Parang-

Parang and Lumaban Watershed areas. The first headwater covers a total area of 69.60 hectares 
located at Sitio Parang-Parang, Brgy. Mabini, Surigao City. The whole area is proclaimed protected 
area under Presidential Proclamation No. 635. The other headwater is located at Sitio Lumaban-
Balibayon, Barangay Rizal with an area of 73.012 hectares (Table 2.12). 

 
Table 2.12 

Watersheds 
Surigao City 

 

Name of Watershed Location Area (has.) Proclamation Number 

Parang-Parang Watershed Brgy. Mabini 69.600 Presidential Proclamation 
No. 635 

Lumaban-Balibayon Watershed Brgy. Rizal 73.012 Presidential Proclamation 
No. 635 

TOTAL 142.612  
 Source: SMWD, Surigao City 
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2.9 NATURAL HAZARDS/CONSTRAINTS 
 
 2.9.1 Flooding 
 

The Surigao River is the main waterway of all major tributaries from creeks, irrigation drains and 
urban drainage belch. The urban drainage system is composed of a network of reinforced concrete 
culvert pipes, box culverts and open canals totaling 15,893 lineal meters.  Segments of this existing 
drainage system however are not effectively functioning. Some are clogged by clay silts, 
biodegradable materials and other wastes. During heavy monsoon season, rising water levels 
especially during high tides would eventually cause minor flooding along the streets of Barangays 
San Juan and Washington. Thus, the need for the upgrading of the existing drainage system coupled 
with technical environmental studies has become more apparent. Parallel improvements in the 
existing solid waste management and information system should likewise be effected.  
 
Further, the absence of adequate river flood control facilities along Kinabutan River contributes 
largely to the cause of flooding along urban streets and settlement areas in the sub-urban river 
flood plains. 
 

Figure 2.10 
River Network 

Surigao City 
 

 
 
Flooding is the most common and perennially occurring hazard in the mainland of Surigao City. This 
usually occurs along the river flood plains and coastal areas of the city affecting no less than all of 
�š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �(�]�À���� �~�ñ�•�� �µ�Œ�����v�� �~�s�]���Á�]�v�P�� �D���‰�� �t���•�Z�]�v�P�š�}�v�U�� �d���(�š�U Canlanipa, San Juan, Sabang), 12 coastal 
barangays in the suburban and rural districts southeast and northwest of the urban area, and 10 
barangays along the Surigao River and one (1) barangay adjacent to the Anao-aon River. (Mat-i, 
Quezon, Serna, Poctoy, Bonifacio, Luna, Togbongon, San-Juan, Washington). 
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Figure 2.11 
Flood Hazard Map  

Surigao City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.9.2 Landslides/Erosion 
 
Landslide hazards were found to be common in most of the barangays in Surigao City. These 
landslides mostly came from the topsoil and weathered upper parts of the bedrocks. The sandy 
weathering product of the andesite rocks apparently fluidized due to the super saturation caused by 
the continuous heavy rainfalls.  
 
Landslides occurred in all types of material composing the slopes, specifically in Andesite Bedrocks 
in Brgys. Danao, Ipil, Lipata, Mabua, Rizal, Togbongon, San Roque, Poctoy, Mat-i, Bonifacio, Luna, 
Trinidad and Cabongbongan; and in Ultramafic Rocks in Brgys. Punta Bilar, Lipata, Mat-i, San Jose, 
Nonoc, Cantiasay, Talisay, Cagutsan, Bitaugan and Manjagao; in Sedimentary Rocks such as 
conglomerates, sandstones, limestone and in terrace gravel bedrocks - particularly in Brgys. 
Washington, Luna, Taft, Canlanipa, Cagniog and Capalayan. It also occurred in artificial filling 
materials of road pavements in Mapawa, Cagniog, Silop, Bonifacio and in SMWD reservoir in Brgy. 
Luna (Table 2.13). 

 
Table 2.13 

Geographically Critical Landslide-Prone Areas 
Surigao City 

 
Name of Barangay/Sitio/Purok Description of Geohazard 

1. Bonifacio: Along Road to Silop Earth slump - incipient landslide coupled with scouring 
of road pavement. 
 

2. Bonifacio: Purok 1A, Km 6 Debris slide �t in recurrent landslide area of weathered 
andesite rocks with very steep slopes planted to 
coconuts. Roadside has only 2 meters buffer zone. 

3. Cagniog : Purok 8 Debris slump �t due to high angled slopes left by former 
quarry in weathered terrace gravel rock formation. High 
risk to houses only 5 meters from the slope.  4 houses 
destroyed in landslide.  
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Name of Barangay/Sitio/Purok Description of Geohazard 
4. Canlanipa: Purok Tower Potential Landslide �t indicated by soil creep in Terrace 

gravel formation; only 1-2 meters from existing houses. 
5. Canlanipa: Sitio Housing Debris slump �t in very steep slopes with recent landslide 

affecting existing houses. 
6. Capalayan: Purok 8 Earth slump �t recent occurrence of this type of landslide 

has damaged barangay roads. 
7. Capalayan: Sitio Mananod, Purok 2 Debris flow/avalanche �t due to very steep slopes in 

weathered sedimentary rocks planted to coconuts.  
Approximately 60 meters from the road; 4 houses were 
destroyed; 2 casualties during Dec 18, 2004 rains. 

8. Danao: Purok 1 Debris/earth slide - in weathered rocks with very steep 
slopes (30 degrees), with one-meter soil layer; drained 
by Bongbong creek. Risky to settlement 20 meters away.  

9. Danao: Purok 3 Debris slide �t very steep slopes (70º), 50m relief from 
creek, 1m topsoil over weathered volcanic rocks; 
cocoland. 

10. Ipil: Purok Alang-Alang Rockslide �t highly critical to nearby houses directly at 
the bottom of the hill with steep slopes and bedded 
sedimentary rocks. 

11. Ipil: Sitio Palhi Debris slump, mudflow, complex landslide - Aggravated 
by the presence of PACEMCO quarry at the ridge top 
about 200m above the houses. 

12. Ipil: Sitio Kahoy (Ipil-Lipata road 
junction) 

Debris/rock slide �t due to recurrent landslide in 
fractured and weathered andesite rocks with very steep 
slopes (60 to 70 degrees angle). 

13. Lipata:  Purok 5 Debris slump - in highly weathered rocks with 30º to 
vertical slopes. 

14. Lipata:  Purok 5 Debris slide - in loose ground, very steep slopes. 2 
houses destroyed by landslide on Dec. 17, 2004. 

15. Lipata: Purok 1 Debris slide �t recurrent slides in very steep, weak slopes, 
5-10meters away from the school. 

16. Lipata: Purok 1 Rock slide, rock falls - in an area of recurrent slides, 
about 5- 7meters from houses. 

17. Luna: Sitio Bacud Debris slide �t due to very steep slopes in weathered 
andesite rocks. One house is only 5 to 10 meters away. 

18. Luna: Sitio San Vicente Purok 5 
(behind ice plant) 

Debris slide �t due to very steep slopes in weathered 
andesite rocks. Houses are only 40 to 60 meters away.  
Ice plant partly damaged during Dec. 18, 2004 heavy 
rainfall. 

19. Luna: Bernadette Debris slump �t in highly weathered terrace gravel with 
very steep slopes, high risk to 2 houses about 25 meters 
from the footslope. 

20. Luna: Shrine Debris slump �t in highly weathered terrace gravel with 
very steep slopes, high risk to 2 houses about 50 -100 
meters from the footslope, 1 nipa hut destroyed in 
December 2003. 

21. Luna: Upper Looc Debris slump �t in weathered sedimentary rock with 
steep slopes; only 2 meters from settlement. 

22. Mabua: Purok 6 Debris slump - occurred recently in weathered rocks 
with slopes converted to agricultural use. 

23. Mapawa: Purok 5 Debris slide �t due to very steep slopes in weathered 
andesite rocks. Settlement is only 5 meters away. 

24. Mat-i: Sitio Bambaran, Pinaypayan 
Purok 13 

Debris/earth slump �t due to weathered ultramafic rocks 
with recurrent landslides and very steep slopes (70 �t 80 
degrees). Highly risky to 11 houses. 

25. Nabago: Purok 2 Debris slump �t potential Landslide in weathered 
sedimentary rocks with very steep slopes in agricultural 
land use. 
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Name of Barangay/Sitio/Purok Description of Geohazard 
26. Orok: Purok 3 Potential la0ndslide �t indicated by soil creep in highly 

weathered rocks, with very steep slope angle, 
endangering at least 4 houses at the base of slope. 

27. Punta Bilar: Sitio Looc, Purok 4 Rockslide �t in very steep (40 deg) andesite rocks. High 
risk to 4 houses about 10 to 20 meters from toe of slide.  

28. Punta Bilar: Sitio Bombels Purok 1 Debris slide �t in fractured rocks with very steep slopes, 
with landslide scarp about 15m by 30m. 

29. Quezon: (Behind NFA) Debris slide �t in highly weathered sedimentary rocks 
with very steep slopes. Highly risky to settlement only 15 
meters away. 

30. Rizal: Sitio Balibayon and 
Kinabutan 2 

Debris slump �t recent landslide area, with very steep 
slopes, highly weathered rocks; cocoland; with the 
barangay at the base of slope.  

31. Rizal: Sitio Lumaban Debris slump �t very steep slopes in fractured rocks 
traversed by a creek; cocoland with thick (3m) topsoil 
layer. 

32. Rizal: Purok Tumanday, Purok 1 Debris slump �t found in fractured and weathered 
andesite rocks with 0.5 meters thick soil and very steep 
slope angle (30º). One (1) household is highly at risk. 

33. Rizal: Sitio Kinabutan Debris slump �t in fractured and weathered andesite 
rocks, with 1 �t 3 meters thick soil layer and very steep 
slopes (30 �t 35 degrees). Highly risky to 1 house, located 
15 meters from toe of landslide.  

34. San Roque: Purok 4 Rock fall �t in very steep limestone slopes planted to 
coconuts.  About 10 to 20 meters from settlement area. 
Could be triggered by an earthquake. 

35. San Roque: Purok 1 Debris slide �t in weathered Andesite rocks with very 
steep slopes (58%) with one-meter thick soil layer. 
Settlement is only 20 meters away. Last Dec 19, 2003, 8 
houses were destroyed with 1 fatality. 

36. Taft: Purok Calipayan Debris slump �t in weathered terrace gravel with steep 
slopes; high risk to several houses. 

37. Togbongon: Sitio Songkoy Debris slump and flashflood �t recent slide area; 
cocoland with very steep slopes and weathered rocks; 
with limited valley width. 

38. Togbongon: Sitio Ulawan Debris slump �t recent slide area; undercut by Ulawan 
creek; with very steep slopes. 

39. Trinidad: Km 14 Debris slide, Incipient landslides - uphill from the 
PACEMCO quarry. Situation is highly risky to houses 
along the National Highway. 

40. Washington: Purok Pagasa 
/Candaba Complex (beside Caraga 
Hospital and along Rizal Street) 

Debris slide �t in weathered Terrace gravel rock 
formation with very steep to vertical cliff; extremely 
risky to all houses and business establishments located 
on the slopes and at the base of slope of the hill.   

41. Baybay: Sitio Panumbayon Earthslide �t in moderately fractured sedimentary rocks; 
highly risky to houses, 10 to 15 meters away. 

42. Bitaugan: Purok 2 and 3 Landslide �t highly potential due to weathered Ultramafic 
rocks with thick soil cover (2-3 m) and very steep slopes 
(58-119%) and high relief.  Highly risky to purok 
settlement in a narrow coastal plain at the footslope. 

43. Cagutsan: Purok 3 Debris slump �t in Ultramafic rocks with 0.5 to 1.0m 
topsoil, critical to houses at the base of the hill. 

44. Libuac: Purok 3 and 4 Landslide �t Potential hazard in very steep mountain 
slopes with sandstone bedrock; School building is 1 
meter from the footslope and the water reservoir only 
15m away. 

45. Manjagao: Purok 4 Debris slump �t in highly weathered ultramafic rocks with 
1-3 meters topsoil and very steep slopes 50 meters high; 
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Name of Barangay/Sitio/Purok Description of Geohazard 
very risky to houses at the base of slope, confined in a 
narrow coastal plain. 

46. San Jose: Purok 4 Landslide �t in highly weathered ultramafics rocks with 
2m topsoil, steep gradient (47- 58%), with high school 
building constructed at the upper slopes. 

47. Talisay: East of Mining 5 area Earthflow �t in intensely weathered ultramafic rocks with 
thick soil cover (2-5 meters), cut by a gully from 0�t 100 
meters high on the slopes.  1 house was buried at the 
small coastal plain at the base of slope on Dec 19, 2003, 
causing 2 casualties. 

 Source: Mines and Geosciences Bureau, DENR, Caraga Region 
 
 

Figure 2.12 
Rain-Induced Landslide Hazard Map 

 

 
 
 
 2.9.2 River Bank Scouring/Siltation 
 

One of the critical geo-hazards affecting some parts of Surigao City was found to be riverbank 
scouring, not only along the main Surigao River but also along its tributaries, and along other, albeit 
smaller rivers/creeks. The main cause of riverbank scouring hazard is the natural meandering 
process of river geomorphic development.  
 
This hazard affects houses, roads, bridges, other infrastructures and farmlands. One of the 
consequential hazards of riverbank scouring along the Surigao River is siltation of the farmlands on 
the same side of the channel. Apparently, the river currently breaks up the portion of the riverbank 
and carries the materials outward unto the floodplain. Several hectares of rice-fields have been 
destroyed by this process. Areas affected by critical riverbank scouring are given in Table 2.14. 
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Table 2.14 
Geologically Riverbank Scouring-Prone Areas 

Surigao City 
 

Name of Barangay/Sitio/Purok Description of Geo-hazard 

1. Anomar: Purok 1 Riverbank scouring - Advanced stage scouring along the 
eastern bank of the outer curve of Sangay River critical to 1 
house and potentially critical to 17 houses.  

2. Bonifacio: Purok 1A, Km. 6 
 

River scouring - potential to damage the National      Highway, 
earth slump already occurred at the river bank due to basal 
scouring.   

3. Mat-i: Sitio Hubasan, Purok 9 
 

Riverbank scouring - due to proximity to the Hubasan River. 
One house along east bank is critically affected. 

4. Capalayan: 
 

Riverbank scouring - additional hazard in Purok 2 flooding due 
to proximity to the river, one house affected. 

 Source: Mines and Geosciences Bureau, DENR, Caraga Region 
 
 2.9.3 Seismic Zones 

 
Surigao City is prone to earthquakes since it has two (2) fault lines run parallel along the boundary of 
the Municipality of San Francisco and Surigao City and traversing along Arellano District up to the 
Municipality of Tagana-an. These are the fault zones identified by the PHILVOLCS and the survey 
conducted by the United Nations Revolving Funds for Natural Exploration (UNRFNFRE). Geologic 
formation along these fault zones shows no predominant rock formation but is mostly made up of 
recent alluvial and beach deposits, clay, gravel and conglomerates of mud and siltstones (Figure 
2.13). 
 

Figure 2.13 
Environmentally Constrained Map 

Surigao City 
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CHAPTER III 

POPULATION AND SOCIAL PROFILE 
 
 
3.1 SOCIAL COMPOSITION AND CHARACTERISTICS 
 
The Surigaonon is of rich Malay stock with sprinkling of Chinese, Japanese and Arab bloods. Glints of 
European and American influences are also evident. The people of Surigao are generally peace-loving, gentle 
and non-temperamental. 
 
  
3.2 POPULATION SIZE AND GROWTH RATE 
 
 3.2.1 Population Size 
  

During the Census of Population (PopCen 2015) conducted on August 1, 2015, the ���]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v��
reached 154,137. As to population size by barangay, Barangay Washington accounted for the largest 
population, followed by Barangays Taft, San Juan, Luna, Canlanipa and Rizal (Table 3.1).   

 
Table 3.1 

Comparative Population Size by Barangay 
Surigao City 

2000, 2007, 2010, 2015 
 

Barangay 
Total Population 

2000 2007 2010 2015 

1. Alang-Alang 540 478  561 405 

2. Alegria 550 611  666 574 

3. Anomar 1,041 1,162  1,360 1,727 

4. Aurora 800 694  758 677 

5. Balibayon 1,138 1,512  1,468 1,752 

6. Baybay 291 268  324 330 

7. Bilabid 317 314  313 293 

8. Bitaugan 487 570  582 637 

9. Bonifacio 1,740 2,600  2,893 3,534 

10. Buenavista 1,101 977  1,293 916 

11. Cabongbongan 603 608  754 905 

12. Cagniog 2,355 3,564  4,289 5,225 

13. Cagutsan 358 387  339 345 

14. Canlanipa  4,473 7,200  8,032 9,697 

15. Cantiasay 835 909  834 984 

16. Capalayan 2,015 2,306  2,317 2,502 

17. Catadman 486 369  385 382 

18. Danao 473 528  570 593 

19. Danawan 532 599  631 573 

20. Day-asan 1,311 1,434  1,644 1,883 

21. Ipil 3,122 3,727  3,879 4,323 

22. Libuac 913 889  991 949 

23. Lipata 1,570 1,659  2,021 2,653 

24. Lisondra 780 916  874 882 

25. Luna 5,714 7,707  9,578 10,425 

26. Mabini 1,592 1,625  1,862 2,337 

27. Mabua 1,944 2,147  2,482 2,778 
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Barangay 
Total Population 

2000 2007 2010 2015 

28. Manjagao 725 753  712 851 

29. Mapawa 749 930  993 1,132 

30. Mat-i 3,555 4,304  5,128 5,722 

31. Nabago 964 1,038  1,061 1,143 

32. Nonoc 1,040 1,154  1,114 1,310 

33. Orok 748 898  834 1,114 

34. Poctoy 904 1,353  1,576 1,688 

35. Punta Bilar 793 830  884 1,079 

36. Quezon 1,804 1,911  2,001 2,229 

37. Rizal 4,339 5,290  5,579 6,659 

38. Sabang 1,791 2,853  2,598 4,705 

39. San Isidro 501 459  516 586 

40. San Jose 1,435 1,529  1,342 1,265 

41. San Juan 10,646 12,969  13,627 14,925 

42. San Pedro 802 816  860 865 

43. San Roque 754 1,076  1,230 1,444 

44. Sidlakan 363 366 396 307 

45. Serna 883 1,130  1,233 1,438 

46. Silop 796 1,178  1,173 1,485 

47. Sugbay 429 424  437 482 

48. Sukailang 895 1,104  1,230 1,386 

49. Taft 19,815 16,917  19,946 18,571 

50. Talisay 2,061 1,823  1,490 1,403 

51. Togbongon 1,591 1,743  1,933 2,105 

52. Trinidad 1,706 2,186  2,319 2,587 

53. Washington 20,664 20,817  18,040 18,900 

54. Zaragosa 700 540  588 475 

Total 118,534 132,151 140,540 154,137 
 Source: PopCen 2015, PSA 
 
 3.2.2 Population Growth Rate 
  

Over the years, Surigao City had experienced a high and low population growth. From 1.51% 2000-
2007; 2.07% during 2007-2010 and 1.86% during 2010-2015 censal years (Table 3.2). 

 

Table 3.2 
Population Growth Rates 
Censal Years 2000-2015 

 

Year Population 2000-2007 2000-2010 2007-2010 2010-2015 

2000 118,534 
1.51% 

1.72% 

  

2007 132,151 
2.07% 

 

2010 140,540  
1.86%* 

2015 154,137    
 *CPDO Computation 
 Source: PopCen 2015, PSA 
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3.3 GROWTH OF BARANGAY POPULATION 
 
�d�Z���� �‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v�� �P�Œ�}�Á�š�Z�� �Œ���š���� �µ�•������ �(�}�Œ�� �^�µ�Œ�]�P���}�� ���]�š�Ç�[�•�� �‰�}pulation projection is 1.86% (based on CPDO 
Computation). Using geometric method of projection, �š�Z���� ���]�š�Ç�[�•��projected population growth by 2016 to 
2025 is shown in Table 3.3.  
 

Table 3.3 
Projected Population Growth by Barangay 

Surigao City, 2016-2025 

Barangay 
2015 

Actual 
Pop�[�v�X 

Projected Population (Population at 1.86% growth rate*) 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Alang-Alang 405 413  420  428  436  444  452  461  469  478  487  

Alegria 574 585  596  607  618  629  641  653  665  678  690  

Anomar 1,727 1,759  1,792  1,825  1,859  1,894  1,929  1,965  2,001  2,039  2,076  

Aurora 677 690  702  715  729  742  756  770  785  799  814  

Balibayon 1,752 1,785  1,818  1,852  1,886  1,921  1,957  1,993  2,030  2,068  2,107  

Baybay 330 336  342  349  355  362  369  375  382  390  397  

Bilabid 293 298  304  310  315  321  327  333  340  346  352  

Bitaugan 637 649  661  673  686  698  711  725  738  752  766  

Bonifacio 3,534 3,600  3,667  3,735  3,804  3,875  3,947  4,021  4,095  4,172  4,249  

Buenavista 916 933  950  968  986  1,004  1,023  1,042  1,062  1,081  1,101  

Cabongbongan 905 922  939  956  974  992  1,011  1,030  1,049  1,068  1,088  

Cagniog 5,225 5,322  5,421  5,522  5,625  5,729  5,836  5,944  6,055  6,168  6,282  

Cagutsan 345 351  358  365  371  378  385  393  400  407  415  

Canlanipa 9,697 9,877  10,061  10,248  10,439  10,633  10,831  11,032  11,237  11,446  11,659  

Cantiasay 984 1,002  1,021  1,040  1,059  1,079  1,099  1,119  1,140  1,162  1,183  

Capalayan 2,502 2,549  2,596  2,644  2,693  2,744  2,795  2,847  2,899  2,953  3,008  

Catadman 382 389  396  404  411  419  427  435  443             51  459  

Danao 593 604  615  627  638  650  662  675  687  700  713  

Danawan 573 584  595  606  617  628  640  652  664  676  689  

Day-asan 1,883 1,918  1,954  1,990  2,027  2,065  2,103  2,142  2,182  2,223  2,264  

Ipil 4,323 4,403  4,485  4,569  4,654  4,740  4,828  4,918  5,010  5,103  5,198  

Libuac 949 967  985  1,003  1,022  1,041  1,060  1,080  1,100  1,120  1,141  

Lipata 2,653 2,702  2,753  2,804  2,856  2,909  2,963  3,018  3,074  3,132  3,190  

Lisondra 882 898  915  932  949  967  985  1,003  1,022  1,041  1,060  

Luna 10,425 10,619  10,816  11,018  11,223  11,431  11,644  11,860  12,081  12,306  12,535  

Mabini 2,337 2,380  2,425  2,470  2,516  2,563  2,610  2,659  2,708  2,759  2,810  

Mabua 2,778 2,830  2,882  2,936  2,991  3,046  3,103  3,161  3,219  3,279  3,340  

Manjagao 851 867  883  899  916  933  950  968  986  1,005  1,023  

Mapawa 1,132 1,153  1,175  1,196  1,219  1,241  1,264  1,288  1,312  1,336  1,361  

Mat-i 5,722 5,828  5,937  6,047  6,160  6,274  6,391  6,510  6,631  6,754  6,880  

Nabago 1,143 1,164  1,186  1,208  1,230  1,253  1,277  1,300  1,325  1,349  1,374  

Nonoc 1,310 1,334  1,359  1,384  1,410  1,436  1,463  1,490  1,518  1,546  1,575  

Orok 1,114 1,135  1,156  1,177  1,199  1,222  1,244  1,267  1,291  1,315  1,339  

Poctoy 1,688 1,719  1,751  1,784  1,817  1,851  1,885  1,920  1,956  1,993  2,030  

Punta Bilar 1,079 1,099  1,120  1,140  1,162  1,183  1,205  1,228  1,250  1,274  1,297  

Quezon 2,229 2,270  2,313  2,356  2,400  2,444  2,490  2,536  2,583  2,631  2,680  

Rizal 6,659 6,783  6,909  7,038  7,168  7,302  7,438  7,576  7,717  7,860  8,007  

Sabang 4,705 4,793  4,882  4,972  5,065  5,159  5,255  5,353  5,452  5,554  5,657  

San Isidro 586 597  608  619  631  643  655  667  679  692  705  

San Jose 1,265 1,289  1,312  1,337  1,362  1,387  1,413  1,439  1,466  1,493  1,521  

San Juan 14,925 15,203  15,485  15,773  16,067  16,366  16,670  16,980  17,296  17,618  17,945  

San Pedro 865 881  897  914  931  948  966  984  1,002  1,021  1,040  

San Roque 1,444 1,471  1,498  1,526  1,554  1,583  1,613  1,643  1,673  1,705  1,736  
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Barangay 
2015 

Actual 
Pop�[�v�X 

Projected Population (Population at 1.86% growth rate*) 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Serna 1,438 1,465  1,492  1,520  1,548  1,577  1,606  1,636  1,666  1,697  1,729  

Sidlakan 307 313  319  324  330  337  343  349  356  362  369  

Silop 1,485 1,513  1,541  1,569  1,599  1,628  1,659  1,689  1,721  1,753  1,786  

Sugbay 482 491  500  509  519  529  538  548  559  569  580  

Sukailang 1,386 1,412  1,438  1,465  1,492  1,520  1,548  1,577  1,606  1,636  1,666  

Taft 18,571 18,916  19,268  19,627  19,992  20,364  20,742  21,128  21,521  21,921  22,329  

Talisay 1,403 1,429  1,456  1,483  1,510  1,538  1,567  1,596  1,626  1,656  1,687  

Togbongon 2,105 2,144  2,184  2,225  2,266  2,308  2,351  2,395  2,439  2,485  2,531  

Trinidad 2,587 2,635  2,684  2,734  2,785  2,837  2,889  2,943  2,998  3,054  3,111  

Washington 18,900 19,252  19,610  19,974  20,346  20,724  21,110  21,502  21,902  22,310  22,725  

Zaragosa 475 484  493  502  511  521  531  540  550  561  571  

Grand Total 154,137 157,004  159,924  162,899  165,929  169,015  172,159  175,361  178,623  181,945  185,329  
*CPDO Computation 
Source: PopCen 2015, PSA, CPDO Projections 
 
 
3.4 MIGRATION DATA 
 
The high population growth rates of the city in the censal period 2010-2015 vis-à-vis the relatively 
unchanged levels of its crude birth and death rates presuppose a certain degree of in-migration. Such 
analysis is further bolstered by the fact that the increase occurred even though some of its barangays, 
especially those in the islands, exhibited negative growth levels for the said period. 
 
Using mathematical derivation, Table 4 shows that the increase in population due to natural factors such as 
births and deaths at 6,234 is less than the total population increase of 13,597. Hence, it can be surmised 
that the difference of 7,363 is the net migration of the city for the period 2010-2015, representing about 
4.78% of �š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�• total population. 
 

Table 3.4 
Migration Data (Derived) 
Surigao City, 2010-2015 

 
Population Data, 2015 154,137 
Population Data, 2010 140,540  
Population increase (P1) 13,597 
No. of Births, 2015 7,849  
No. of Deaths, 2015 1,615  
Natural Increase (P2)  6,234  
Net Migration (P1 �t P2) 7,363 

 Source: CPDO Derivation 
 
 
3.5 POPULATION DENSITY 
 
 3.5.1 Population Density 
  
 �^�µ�Œ�]�P���}�����]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v�������v�•�]�š�Ç���]�v��2000 were 483 persons per square kilometer and in 2007 were 

539 persons per square kilometer and in 2010 were 573 persons per square kilometer based on NSO 
census. During the 2015 Census of Population (POPCEN 2015), it increased to 628 persons per 
square kilometer, still higher than the national average of 338 persons per square kilometer (Table 
3.5). 

 
 The most densely populated barangays remain those located in the urban areas. The difference 

however on the 2015 census showed that Brgy. San Juan situated in the west side coast of the 
central business district is now the most densely populated, overtaking the poblacion barangays of 
Taft and Washington. 



 SURIGAO CITY ECOLOGICAL PROFILE 2017 

 

 POPULATION AND SOCIAL PROFILE | 32 

Table 3.5 
Population Density by Barangay 

Surigao City, 2010-2015 
 

Barangay 
Population Land Area 

(sq km) 
Density (per sq. km.) 

2000 2007 2010 2015 2000 2007 2010 2015 
1. Alang-Alang 540 478 561 405 1.368 395  349  410  296 
2. Alegria 550 611 666 574 1.0675 515  572  624  538 
3. Anomar 1,041 1,162 1,360 1,727 5.3647 194  217  254  322 
4. Aurora  800 694 758 677 9.7149 82  71  338  302 
5. Balibayon 1,138 1,512 1,468 1,752 4.2861 266  353  343  409 
6. Baybay 291 268 324 330 1.435 203  187  226  230 
7. Bilabid 317 314 313 293 0.6672 475  471  469  439 
8. Bitaugan 487 570 582 637 1.3532 360  421  430  471 
9. Bonifacio 1,740 2,600 2,893 3,534 3.8861 448  669  744  909 

10. Buenavista 1,101 977 1,293 916 1.9095 577  512  677  480 
11. Cabongbongan 603 608 754 905 3.545 170  172  213  255 
12. Cagniog 2,355 3,564 4,289 5,225 4.5497 518  783  943  1,148 
13. Cagutsan 358 387 339 345 3.3189 108  117  102  104 
14. Canlanipa 4,473 7,200 8,032 9,697 0.4054 11,034  17,760  19,322  23,327 
15. Cantiasay 835 909 834 984 16.4527 51  55  51  60 
16. Capalayan 2,015 2,306 2,317 2,502 3.2191 626  716  276  298 
17. Catadman 486 369 385 382 0.5376 904  686  716  711 
18. Danao 473 528 570 593 9.2127 51  57  62  64 
19. Danawan 532 599 631 573 0.5768 922  1,038  1,094  993 
20. Day-asan 1,311 1,434 1,644 1,883 3.0404 431  472  541  619 
21. Ipil 3,122 3,727 3,879 4,323 6.541 477  570  593  661 
22. Libuac 913 889 991 949 0.8712 1,048  1,020  1,138  1,089 
23. Lipata 1,570 1,659 2,021 2,653 2.5413 618  653  795  1,044 
24. Lisondra 780 916 874 882 1.0273 759  892  851  859 
25. Luna 5,714 7,707 9,578 10,425 5.2766 1,083  1,461  1,815  1,976 
26. Mabini 1,592 1,625 1,862 2,337 5.0419 316  322  246  308 
27. Mabua 1,944 2,147 2,482 2,778 1.4635 1,328  1,467  1,696  1,898 
28. Manjagao 725 753 712 851 3.9611 183  190  180  215 
29. Mapawa 749 930 993 1,132 6.8771 109  135  148  169 
30. Mat-i 3,555 4,304 5,128 5,722 8.4712 420  508  605  675 
31. Nabago 964 1,038 1,061 1,143 3.7538 257  277  283  304 
32. Nonoc 1,040 1,154 1,114 1,310 24.6927 42  47  45  53 
33. Orok 748 898 834 1,114 3.123 240  288  267  357 
34. Poctoy 904 1,353 1,576 1,688 4.6586 194  290  338  362 
35. Punta Bilar 793 830 884 1,079 1.2019 660  691  736  898 
36. Quezon 1,804 1,911 2,001 2,229 4.1748 432  458  479  534 
37. Rizal 4,339 5,290 5,579 6,659 11.4279 380  463  488  583 
38. Sabang 1,791 2,853 2,598 4,705 2.8877 620  988  900  1,629 
39. San Isidro  501 459 516 586 2.3263 215  197  231  262 
40. San Jose  1,435 1,529 1,342 1,265 2.4586 584  622  546  515 
41. San Juan 10,646 12,969 13,627 14,925 0.4559 23,352  28,447  29,890  32,737 
42. San Pedro 802 816 860 865 5.0236 160  162  171  172 
43. San Roque 754 1,076 1,230 1,444 3.0349 248  355  405  476 
44. Serna 883 1,130 1,233 1,438 3.3878 560  564  1,901 2,217 
45. Sidlakan 363 366 396 307 0.6486 261  334  117 91 
46. Silop 796 1,178 1,173 1,485 4.1444 192  284  283  358 
47. Sugbay 429 424 437 482 1.1549 371  367  378  417 
48. Sukailang 895 1,104 1,230 1,386 7.4229 121  149  166  187 
49. Taft 19,815 16,917 19,946 18,571 0.8827 22,448  19,165  22,597  21,039 
50. Talisay 2,061 1,823 1,490 1,403 25.4525 81  72  59  55 
51. Togbongon 1,591 1,743 1,933 2,105 4.0751 390  428  474  517 
52. Trinidad  1,706 2,186 2,319 2,587 7.6973 222  284  301  336 
53. Washington 20,664 20,817 18,040 18,900 1.3693 15,091  15,203  13,187  13,816 
54. Zaragosa 700 540 588 475 1.9021 368  284  309  250 

Total 118,534 132,151 140,540 154,137 245.34 483  539  573 628 
Source: PopCen 2015, PSA 
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Figure 3.1 
Population Density Map of Surigao City 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 3.5.2 Projected Population Density 
  
 Table 3.6 shows the projected population density by barangay starting year 2016 to 2025, based 

from the population density of 628 persons per square kilometer as of 2015. 
 

Table 3.6 
Projected Population Density by Barangay 

Surigao City, 2015-2025 
 

Barangay 

2005 Actual 
Projected Population Density (person per sq. km.) Land 

Area 
 �W�}�‰�[�v �W�}�‰�[�v��

Density 

(sq.km.) 2015 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Alang-Alang 1.3685 405 296       301        307        313        319        325        331        337        343        349        356  
Alegria 1.0675 574 538       548        558        568        579        590        601        612        623        635        647  
Anomar 5.3647 1,727 322       328        334        340        347        353        360        366        373        380        387  
Aurora 2.242 677 302       308        313        319        325        331        337        344        350        356        363  
Balibayon 4.2861 1,752 409       416        424        432        440        448        457        465        474        483        491  
Baybay 1.435 330 230       234        239        243        248        252        257        262        266        271        277  
Bilabid 0.6673 293 439       447        456        464        473        481        490        500        509        518        528  
Bitaugan 1.3532 637 471       479        488        497        507        516        526        536        546        556        566  
Bonifacio 3.8861 3,534 909       926        944        961        979        997     1,016     1,035     1,054     1,073     1,093  
Buenavista 1.9095 916 480       489        498        507        516        526        536        546        556        566        577  
Cabongbongan 3.5449 905 255       260        265        270        275        280        285        290        296        301        307  
Cagniog 4.5497 5,225 1,148    1,170     1,192     1,214     1,236     1,259     1,283     1,307     1,331     1,356     1,381  
Cagutsan 3.3189 345 104       106        108        110        112        114        116        118        120        123        125  
Canlanipa  0.4157 9,697 23,327   23,761    24,203    24,653    25,111    25,579    26,054    26,539    27,033    27,535    28,047  
Cantiasay 16.4527 984 60        61         62         63         64         66         67         68         69         71         72  
Capalayan 8.4051 2,502 298       303        309        315        320        326        332        339        345        351        358  
Catadman 0.5376 382 711       724        737        751        765        779        794        808        823        839        854  
Danao 9.2127 593 64        66         67         68         69         71         72         73         75         76         77  
Danawan 0.5768 573 993    1,012     1,031     1,050     1,069     1,089     1,110     1,130     1,151     1,173     1,194  
Day-asan 3.0404 1,883 619       631        643        655        667        679        692        705        718        731        745  
Ipil 6.5411 4,323 661       673        686        698        711        725        738        752        766        780        795  
Libuac 0.8712 949 1,089    1,110     1,130     1,151     1,173     1,194     1,217     1,239     1,262     1,286     1,310  
Lipata 2.5413 2,653 1,044    1,063     1,083     1,103     1,124     1,145     1,166     1,188     1,210     1,232     1,255  
Lisondra 1.0273 882 859       875        891        907        924        941        959        977        995     1,013     1,032  
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Barangay 

2005 Actual 
Projected Population Density (person per sq. km.) Land 

Area 
 �W�}�‰�[�v �W�}�‰�[�v��

Density 

(sq.km.) 2015 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Luna 5.2766 10,425 1,976    2,012     2,050     2,088     2,127     2,166     2,207     2,248     2,290     2,332     2,376  
Mabini 7.5821 2,337 308       314        320        326        332        338        344        351        357        364        371  
Mabua 1.4635 2,778 1,898    1,933     1,969     2,006     2,043     2,081     2,120     2,160     2,200     2,241     2,282  
Manjagao 3.9611 851 215       219        223        227        231        236        240        244        249        254        258  
Mapawa 6.7063 1,132 169       172        175        178        182        185        189        192        196        199        203  
Mat-i 8.4712 5,722 675       688        701        714        727        741        754        768        783        797        812  
Nabago 3.7538 1,143 304       310        316        322        328        334        340        346        353        359        366  
Nonoc 24.6927 1,310 53        54         55         56         57         58         59         60         61         63         64  
Orok 3.123 1,114 357       363        370        377        384        391        398        406        413        421        429  
Poctoy 4.6586 1,688 362       369        376        383        390        397        405        412        420        428        436  
Punta Bilar 1.2019 1,079 898       914        931        949        966        984     1,003     1,021     1,040     1,060     1,079  
Quezon 4.1749 2,229 534       544        554        564        575        585        596        607        619        630        642  
Rizal 11.4279 6,659 583       594        605        616        627        639        651        663        675        688        701  
Sabang 2.8877 4,705 1,629    1,660     1,690     1,722     1,754     1,787     1,820     1,854     1,888     1,923     1,959  
San Isidro 2.2336 586 262       267        272        277        282        288        293        298        304        310        315  
San Jose 2.4586 1,265 515       524        534        544        554        564        575        585        596        607        619  
San Juan 0.4559 14,925 32,737   33,346    33,967    34,598    35,242    35,897    36,565    37,245    37,938    38,644    39,362  
San Pedro 5.0236 865 172       175        179        182        185        189        192        196        200        203        207  
San Roque 3.0349 1,444 476       485        494        503        512        522        531        541        551        562        572  
Serna 3.3888 1,438   424  432  440  448  457 465  474  483  492  501  510  
Sidlakan 0.6486 307  473  482 491 500 510 519 529 539 549 559 569 
Silop 4.1444 1,485 358       365        372        379        386        393        400        408        415        423        431  
Sugbay 1.1549 482 417       425        433        441        449        458        466        475        484        493        502  
Sukailang 7.4229 1,386 187       190        194        197        201        205        209        212        216        220        225  
Taft 0.8827 18,571 21,039   21,430    21,829    22,235    22,648    23,070    23,499    23,936    24,381    24,834    25,296  
Talisay 25.4525 1,403 55        56         57         58         59         60         62         63         64         65         66  
Togbongon 4.0751 2,105 517       526        536        546        556        566        577        588        599        610        621  
Trinidad 7.6973 2,587 336       342        349        355        362        369        375        382        389        397        404  
Washington 1.368 18,900 13,816   14,073    14,335    14,601    14,873    15,149    15,431    15,718    16,011    16,308    16,612  
Zaragosa 1.9021 475 250       254        259        264        269        274        279        284        289        295        300  
Total 245.3405 154,137            
Density   628 640 652 664 676 689 702 715 728 742 755 

Source: CPDO Projections 
 

Based on the projected population density for the year 2017, of the city�[�•��54 barangays, San Juan 
was the most densely populated with 33,967 persons per square kilometer of land, followed by 
Canlanipa with 24,203 persons per square kilometer. Completing the top five most densely 
populated barangays were: Taft (21,829 persons per square kilometer); Washington (14,335 persons 
per square kilometer); and Luna (2,050 persons per square kilometer). 

 
Figure 3.2 

Top Ten Most Densely Populated Barangay 
2017 
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Nonoc was the most sparsely populated barangay in the city in 2017 with only 55 persons residing 
for every square kilometer of land.  It was followed by Talisay with 57 persons per square kilometer, 
Cantiasay with 62 persons per square kilometer, Danao with 67 residents per square kilometer, 
Cagutsan with 108 persons per square kilometer, Mapawa 175 persons per square kilometer, San 
Pedro with 179 persons per square kilometer and Sukailang 194 persons per square kilometer of 
land. Rounding up the ten most sparsely populated barangays in the city are barangays Manjagao 
(223 persons per square kilometer) and Baybay (239 persons per square kilometer. 
 

Figure 3.3 
Top Ten Most Sparsely Populated Barangay 

2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.6 HOUSEHOLD DISTRIBUTION 
 
 3.6.1 Actual Number of Households 
  
 As of 2010 census, the total number of households is 29,972 an average annual increase of about 

32.97% compared against the censal year of 2000 (Table 3.7). 
  

Table 3.7 
Comparative Number of Household Distribution by Barangay 

Surigao City, 1990-2010 
 

Barangay 1990 1995 2000 2010 

1. Alang-Alang 95 99 92 102 
2. Alegria 106 110 109 140 
3. Anomar 165 173 193 285 
4. Aurora 117 124 142 141 
5. Balibayon 185 181 210 325 
6. Baybay 44 54 47 72 
7. Bilabid 47 51 50 58 
8. Bitaugan 77 60 98 133 
9. Bonifacio 185 218 305 606 

10. Buenavista 175 217 214 280 
11. Cabongbongan 81 110 120 159 
12. Cagniog 331 334 475 917 
13. Cagutsan 50 69 79 69 
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Barangay 1990 1995 2000 2010 

14. Canlanipa - 616 847 1,681 
15. Cantiasay 288 152 159 201 
16. Capalayan 315 347 401 510 
17. Catadman 74 91 90 78 
18. Danao 69 75 93 120 
19. Danawan 80 98 94 123 
20. Day-asan 206 209 223 331 
21. Ipil 523 550 642 846 
22. Libuac 150 195 156 195 
23. Lipata 215 239 288 410 
24. Lisondra 113 115 125 188 
25. Luna 759 904 1,154 1,958 
26. Mabini 270 313 302 381 
27. Mabua 235 305 396 534 
28. Manjagao 95 114 121 148 
29. Mapawa 107 139 131 190 
30. Mat-i 590 684 637 1,074 
31. Nabago 163 196 208 242 
32. Nonoc 249 206 223 290 
32. Orok 149 154 161 214 
34. Poctoy 180 199 200 340 
35. Punta Bilar 58 104 125 180 
36. Quezon 263 264 339 404 
37. Rizal 453 511 838 1,192 
38. Sabang 230 232 325 625 
39. San Isidro 53 70 88 102 
40. San Jose 206 227 244 287 
41. San Juan 1,261 1,515 1,968 2,788 
42. San Pedro 67 106 127 150 
43. San Roque 107 133 164 286 
44. Serna 140 158 178 75 
45. Sidlakan 47 64 54 252 
46. Silop 111 129 141 231 
47. Sugbay 65 76 87 93 
48. Sukailang 115 118 171 282 
49. Taft 3,517 3,746 3,793 4,259 
50. Talisay 1,201 428 459 326 
51. Togbongon 217 265 313 388 
52. Trinidad 279 329 358 476 
53. Washington 3,685 3,940 3,859 4,097 
54. Zaragosa 120 124 125 138 

Total 18,683 20,240 22,541 29,972 

 Source: NSO 
 
3.6.2 Household Population 10 Years Old and Over (Total population less the number of people 

living in group quarters) 
 

NSO�[�• 2010 Census of Population and Housing (CPH) shows that the household population 10 years 
old and over is 110,032 for both sexes and marital status (Table 3.8). This household population is 
the total population less the number of people living in group quarters (e.g. nursery homes, jails, 
etc.) 
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Table 3.8 
Household Population 10 Years Old and Over By Age Group, By Sex and Marital Status 

Surigao City, 2010 
 

 Age Group 

Household 
Population 

10 Years Old 
and Over 

Marital Status 

Single Married Widowed 
Separated/ 
Divorced 

Common 
Law/Live-in 

Unknown  

Both Sexes 110,032 48,604 48,571 4,785 1,392 6,503 177 
% to Total 100.00% 44.17% 44.14% 4.35% 1.27% 5.91% 0.16% 
Below 20 31,049 30,030 391 10 28 532 58 
20 - 24 13,163 9,134 2,322 12 81 1,565 49 
25 - 29 10,693 4,197 4,970 30 117 1,366 13 
30 - 34 9,786 2,003 6,581 72 167 947 16 
35 - 39 8,985 1,094 6,962 126 173 621 9 
40 - 44 8,032 679 6,524 186 215 422 6 
45 - 49 7,331 486 5,982 296 202 361 4 
50 - 54 6,227 298 5,005 510 145 265 4 
55 - 59 4,756 211 3,734 513 117 174 7 
60 - 64 3,454 158 2,466 638 76 115 1 
65 - 69 2,700 119 1,803 675 40 62 1 
70 - 74 1,782 79 1,022 616 20 43 2 
75 - 79 1,139 53 522 538 4 19 3 
80 and over 935 63 287 563 7 11 4 
        
Male 54,677 25,797 24,006 1,073 518 3,204 79 
% to Total 100.00% 47.18% 43.91% 1.96% 0.95% 5.86% 0.14% 
Below 20 15,716 15,437 122 3 5 116 33 
20 - 24 6,633 5,130 779 2 21 683 18 
25 - 29 5,422 2,441 2,184 10 38 741 8 
30 - 34 4,887 1,196 3,087 17 58 523 6 
35 - 39 4,488 602 3,436 37 78 333 2 
40 - 44 4,070 385 3,315 49 84 235 2 
45 - 49 3,614 238 3,035 73 74 193 1 
50 - 54 3,078 133 2,652 109 52 130 2 
55 - 59 2,290 87 1,940 109 52 100 2 
60 - 64 1,637 59 1,354 139 25 60 0 
65 - 69 1,277 44 1,026 148 18 40 1 
70 - 74 775 23 583 129 11 27 2 
75 - 79 452 9 304 122 0 15 2 
80 and over 338 13 189 126 2 8 0 
        
Female 55,355 22,807 24,565 3,712 874 3,299 98 
% to Total 100.00% 41.20% 44.38% 6.70% 1.58% 5.96% 0.18% 
Below 20 15,333 14,593 269 7 23 416 25 
20 - 24 6,530 4,004 1,543 10 60 882 31 
25 - 29 5,271 1,756 2,786 20 79 625 5 
30 - 34 4,899 807 3,494 55 109 424 10 
35 - 39 4,497 492 3,526 89 95 288 7 
40 - 44 3,962 294 3,209 137 131 187 4 
45 - 49 3,717 248 2,947 223 128 168 3 
50 - 54 3,149 165 2,353 401 93 135 2 
55 - 59 2,466 124 1,794 404 65 74 5 
60 - 64 1,817 99 1,112 499 51 55 1 
65 - 69 1,423 75 777 527 22 22 0 
70 - 74 1,007 56 439 487 9 16 0 
75 - 79 687 44 218 416 4 4 1 
80 and over 597 50 98 437 5 3 4 

 Source: NSO, 2010 CHP 
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 3.6.3 Household Population 10 Years Old and Over (Total population which includes: persons 
with usual residence in the city including diplomats and workers in international 
organizations working abroad and their families; persons temporarily present in the city for 
more than one year; and refugees in the city) 

 
Again, the total population 10 years old and over is 110,032 for both sexes and marital status. Total 
population which includes: persons with usual residence in the city including diplomats and workers 
in international organizations working abroad and their families; persons temporarily present in the 
city for more than one year; and refugees in the city. 

 
 3.6.4 Projected Number of Households 
 
 Using the 5.3 household sizes, Table 3.9 shows the projected number of households by 2010 which 

is 29,972.  
 
Table 3.9 

Projected Number of Households by Barangay 
Surigao City, 2011-2020 

 

Barangay 
2010 
No. of 

HH 

Projected Number of Households 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

1. Alang-Alang 102         105          108          111          114          118          121          125          128          132          136  
2. Alegria 140         144          148          152          157          161          166          171          176          181          186  
3. Anomar 285         293          302          310          319          329          338          348          358          368          379  
4. Aurora 141         145          149          154          158          163          167          172          177          182          187  
5. Balibayon 325         334          344          354          364          375          386          397          408          420          432  
6. Baybay 72           74            76            78            81            83            85            88            90            93            96  
7. Bilabid 58           60            61            63            65            67            69            71            73            75            77  
8. Bitaugan 133         137          141          145          149          153          158          162          167          172          177  
9. Bonifacio 606         624          642          660          679          699          719          740          761          783          806  

10. Buenavista 280         288          296          305          314          323          332          342          352          362          372  
11. Cabongbongan 159         164          168          173          178          183          189          194          200          205          211  
12. Cagniog 917         944          971          999      1,028      1,057      1,088      1,119      1,152      1,185      1,219  
13. Cagutsan 69           71            73            75            77            80            82            84            87            89            92  
14. Canlanipa  1,681     1,730      1,780      1,831      1,884      1,938      1,994      2,052      2,111      2,172      2,235  
15. Cantiasay 201         207          213          219          225          232          238          245          252          260          267  
16. Capalayan 510         525          540          556          572          588          605          623          641          659          678  
17. Catadman 78           80            83            85            87            90            93            95            98          101          104  
18. Danao 120         123          127          131          134          138          142          146          151          155          160  
19. Danawan 123         127          130          134          138          142          146          150          154          159          164  
20. Day-asan 331         341          350          361          371          382          393          404          416          428          440  
21. Ipil 846         870          896          921          948          976      1,004      1,033      1,063      1,093      1,125  
22. Libuac 195         201          206          212          219          225          231          238          245          252          259  
23. Lipata 410         422          434          447          459          473          486          500          515          530          545  
24. Lisondra 188         193          199          205          211          217          223          229          236          243          250  
25. Luna 1,958     2,015      2,073      2,133      2,194      2,258      2,323      2,390      2,459      2,530      2,603  
26. Mabini 381         392          403          415          427          439          452          465          479          492          507  
27. Mabua 534         549          565          582          598          616          634          652          671          690          710  
28. Manjagao 148         152          157          161          166          171          176          181          186          191          197  
29. Mapawa 190         195          201          207          213          219          225          232          239          246          253  
30. Mat-i 1,074     1,105      1,137      1,170      1,204      1,238      1,274      1,311      1,349      1,388      1,428  
31. Nabago 242         249          256          264          271          279          287          295          304          313          322  
32. Nonoc 290         298          307          316          325          334          344          354          364          375          386  
33. Orok 214         220          227          233          240          247          254          261          269          277          285  
34. Poctoy 340         350          360          370          381          392          403          415          427          439          452  
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Barangay 
2010 
No. of 

HH 

Projected Number of Households 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

35. Punta Bilar 180         185          191          196          202          208          214          220          226          233          239  
36. Quezon 404         416          428          440          453          466          479          493          507          522          537  
37. Rizal 1,192     1,226      1,262      1,298      1,336      1,374      1,414      1,455      1,497      1,540      1,585  
38. Sabang 625         643          662          681          700          721          742          763          785          808          831  
39. San Isidro 102         105          108          111          114          118          121          125          128          132          136  
40. San Jose 287         295          304          313          322          331          341          350          360          371          382  
41. San Juan 2,788     2,869      2,951      3,037      3,125      3,215      3,308      3,403      3,502      3,603      3,707  
42. San Pedro 150         154          159          163          168          173          178          183          188          194          199  
43. San Roque 286         294          303          312          321          330          339          349          359          370          380  
44. Serna 75           77            79            82            84            86            89            92            94            97          100  
45. Sidlakan 252         259          267          274          282          291          299          308          317          326          335  
46. Silop 231         238          245          252          259          266          274          282          290          299          307  
47. Sugbay 93           96            98          101          104          107          110          114          117          120          124  
48. Sukailang 282         290          299          307          316          325          335          344          354          364          375  
49. Taft 4,259     4,382      4,509      4,639      4,773      4,911      5,053      5,199      5,349      5,504      5,663  
50. Talisay 326         335          345          355          365          376          387          398          409          421          433  
51. Togbongon 388         399          411          423          435          447          460          474          487          501          516  
52. Trinidad 476         490          504          518          533          549          565          581          598          615          633  
53. Washington 4,097     4,215      4,337      4,463      4,592      4,724      4,861      5,001      5,146      5,294      5,448  
54. Zaragosa 138         142          146          150          155          159          164          168          173          178          183  

TOTAL 29,972 30,838 31,729 32,646 33,590 34,561 35,559 36,587 37,644 38,732 39,852 
 Source: CPDO Projections 
 
 
3.7 URBAN-RURAL DISTRIBUTION 
 
When there is development, urbanization takes place and when there is an economic opportunity in an 
area, in-migration occurs, thus, resulting to the increasing density of the population. During the 2010 
census, there was a decreased of percentage of urbanization from 50% in 2007 to 49% in 2010. Urban 
population was 69,223 or 49% �}�(���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v���}�(��140,540, while rural population was 71,317 or 51% 
of the ���]�š�Ç�[�•��total population (Table 3.10). 
 
 
3.8  TEMPO OF URBANIZATION 
 
In 2010 censal year, it is observed that there was a decreasing growth rate in the urban population with 
1.84%. This resulted in -0.56% tempo or rate of urbanization between two censal years. Rural population 
growth rate was 2.39% (Table 3.10). 

 
Table 3.10 

Urban-Rural Population, Growth Rate, Tempo of Urbanization 
Surigao City, 1995-2010 

 

Year 
Population 

% of Urbanization 
Growth Rate (%) Tempo of 

Urbanization Urban Rural Total Urban Rural 

1995 56,352 48,557 104,909 54% 2.81 -0.95 3.76 

2000 61,312 57,222 118,534 52% 1.76 3.57 -1.81 

2007 65,610 66,541 132,151 50% 1.00 2.33 -1.33 

2010 69,223 71,317 140,540 49% 1.84 2.39 -0.56 

Source: NSO 
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3.9 AGE-SEX DISTRIBUTION 

 
Of the 140,151 household populations in 2010, males accounted for 50.08% while females comprised 
49.92%.  These figures resulted in a sex ratio of 100 males for every 100 females, which is similar to the sex 
ratio recoded in 2000 (100 males per 100 females).  

 
Table 3.11 

Household Population by Age Group and Sex 
Surigao City, 2010 

 
Age Group Both Sexes Male Female 

    

All Ages 140,151 70,181 69,970 
Under 1 2,896 1,475 1,421 

1 �t 4 11,722 6,081 5,641 
5 �t 9 15,501 7,948 7,553 

10 �t 14 15,494 7,866 7,628 
15 �t 19 15,555 7,850 7,705 
20 �t 24 13,163 6,633 6,530 
25 �t 29 10,693 5,422 5,271 
30 - 34 9,786 4,887 4,899 
35 �t 39 8,985 4,488 4,497 
40 �t 44 8,032 4,070 3,962 
45 �t 49 7,331 3,614 3,717 
50 �t 54 6,227 3,078 3,149 
55 �t 59 4,756 2,290 2,466 
60 �t 64 3,454 1,637 1,817 
65 �t 69 2,700 1,277 1,423 
70 �t 74 1,782 775 1,007 
75 �t 79 1,139 452 687 

80 years old and over 935 338 597 
    

0 �t 17 54,764 28,024 26,740 
18 years old and over 85,387 42,157 43,230 

Source: NSO, 2010 CPH 
 
 
3.10 DEPENDENCY RATIO 
 
Dependency ratio decreased to 59 dependents per 100 persons in the working age group. In 2010, the 
young dependents (0 to 14 years old) comprised 32.55% of the household population while the old 
dependents (65 years old and over) posted a share of 4.68%. The working-age population (15 to 64 years 
old) accounted for the remaining 62.78%. 
 
The overall dependency ratio was 59, which indicates that for every 100 working-age population, there were 
about 59 dependents (52 young dependents and seven old dependents). This ratio is lower than the 
dependency ratio in 2000, which was recorded at 71 dependents per 100 working-age population (64 young 
dependents and seven old dependents).  
 
 
3.11 ETHNICITY 
 
Sitio Tagbasingan, Brgy. Mat-i is home of the Mamanwa cultural community. Table 3.12 shows the 
comparative population of Mamanwa from 1998 to 2010 based on the NCIP data. It shows also that Badjao 
numbered to 40 which moved in to Surigao City. 
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Table 3.12 
Cultural Community Profile 

Surigao City, 1998-2010 
 

Tribe Location 
Number 

1998 1999 2000 2007* 
2009* 2010* 

M F Total M F Total 

Mamanwa 
Sitio Tagbasingan, 
Mat-i, Surigao City 

32 34 37 94 112 113 225 113 117 230 

Badjao 
Canlanipa, 
Surigao City 

- - - 40 - - - - - - 

Source: NSO/ *NCIP, Surigao City 
 
 
3.12 RELIGION 
 
88% of the household populations are Roman Catholics, followed by Aglipay �t 6.96%. Iglesia Ni Cristo �t 
2.51% and UCCP �t 2.0% (Table 3.13). 
 

Table 3.13 
Household Population by Religious Affiliation by Sex 

Surigao City, 2000 
 

Religious Affiliation Both Sexes Male Female 

Roman Catholic 94,250 47,144 47,106 

Aglipayan 7,453 3,712 3,741 

Islam 460 240 220 

Iglesia Ni Cristo 2,682 1,387 1,295 

United Church of Christ in the Philippines 2,201 1,074 1,127 

Total 107,046 53,557 53,489 
Source: NSO 
 
 
3.13 LANGUAGE/DIALECTS  
 
Almost 90% of the households in the city speak the native dialect of Surigaonon. Cebuano follows it by 
1.99%, Boholano �t 0.37% and Butuanon �t 0.16% (Table 3.14). The rest of the population speaks all other 
local dialects.  
 

Table 3.14 
Household Population by Mother Tongue by Sex 

Surigao City, 2000 
 

Dialects Both Sexes Male Female 
Abelling 24 9 15 
Abiyan 23 12 11 
Aburlin 6 3 3 
Acta/Ayta 31 16 15 
Aggay 11 6 5 
Agta 4 2 2 
Akeanon/Aklanon 21 12 9 
Alangan 1 - 1 
Applai 1 1 - 
Atta/Ata/Ati 1 1 - 
Ayangan 4 2 2 












































































































































































































































































